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Editorial 


Most Searchlight readers will be sickened to learn that the Zimbabwean High Commis- 
sioner was attacked by racists as he tried to address a meeting on the subject of forging 
closer links between Britain and Zimbabwe. Mr Robert Zinvoira, speaking at a town- 
twinning meeting in Sevenoaks, Kent, had just begun his talk when a smoke bomb was 
hurled through a window and bundles of pro-apartheid leaflets were thrown into the air. 
Several of the organisers rushed out in time to see some men drive away in a car. A pupil at 
the school where the meeting was being held said that he recognised members of the 
Sevenoaks NF among them. 

Mr Zinvoira left the meeting to return to London, accompanied by four Zimbabwean 
students who had been invited as guests of honour. As he was going he said, ‘‘In my coun- 
try, Mr Smith’s regime caused the massacre of innocent thousands, but he doesn’t have to 
walk the streets in fear of his life. I am not afraid of bombs thrown at me because I have 
seen bullets. Whatever reasons these people had, I’m not interested. It is an internal clash, 
not an attack against me’’. 

This incident took place on Monday 26 April and we heard about it when we received a 
cutting from a local paper. Otherwise it received no publicity whatsoever in this country. 
We wonder if the Zimbabwean government received a formal apology from Margaret 
Thatcher. Perhaps she was too busy fighting fascism in the South Atlantic to notice what 
our home-grown thugs are doing here. 


MAURICE LUDMER 
MEMORIAL PRIZE 


In mémory of the work of Maurice Ludmer, the late editor of Searchlight 
magazine, an annual prize has been-established for investigative research into 
fascist and racist activity. 


The prize — a specially commissioned sculpture by the artist Dan Jones — is 
to be awarded annually for the article, pamphlet, essay, published thesis, 


book, teley ision, onfadio programme, which has made the most significant 
contributi@ffy to: ante geist. and anti-racist research. For the first award any 


item published or produced in Britain from January 1981 to May 1982 will be 
eligible. 


The investigative journalist, John Pilger; Donald Ross, editor of Labour Week- 
/y and journalist and_television broadcaster, Peter Taylor, are to judge the first 
award, which will be presented in the autumn: 


The prize is sponsored by Searchlight and administered by the National Book 
League. 


For further details and entry forms send s.a.e. to: Barbara Buckley, National 
Book League, Book House, 45 East Hill, London SW18 20Z or telephone 
01-870 9055. Final entry date — 1 October 1982. 
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THE NAZI DOGS OF WAR 


A MERCENARY recruiter, convicted 
in 1978 for trying to send men to fight 
for the illegal Smith regime in 
Rhodesia, has been attempting to 
organise military training for British 
nazis. 

The man is Gordon Ward from 
Portsmouth, who, in 1977, was involy- 
ed in a scheme to send former soldiers 
from Britain to serve with the Rhode- 
sian army. Using a Rhodesian govern- 
ment PO box number in Salisbury, he 
wrote to three hundred ex-servicemen 
telling them how they could enlist in 
the Rhodesian army and air force. He 
was charged under the Southern 
Rhodesia Act 1965 and the 1968 sanc- 
tions regulations, and convicted in 
1978. 

Despite his claims that he is no 
longer involved in mercenary work, it 
is now clear that he has, within the last 
year, approached nazi groups in this 
country offering to provide military in- 
structors to train nazi activists. His 
plan involves sending groups of nazis 
abroad, accompanied by these instruc- 
tors, to gain experience in actual 
theatres of war. 

The offer was made to the League of 
St George last July. Following the 
World in Action programme which ex- 
posed League involvement with ter- 
rorists, Ward was put in touch with the 
League by Lady Jane Birdwood, whom 
he met during his ill-fated attempt to 
send men to Rhodesia. He told the 
League that he had _ instructors 
available who could accompany men 
abroad, for a fee of £100 per week dur- 
ing training, and £150 per week under 
battle conditions. 

Ward is also an associate of Column 
88 military instructor, ex-major Ian 


G.R 

106. uayles Road, 
Milton 

Fortanouth, PO4 SNS. 


The Secreta ei 
The League St George. 


P.O, Box 384, 
LONDON S¥1. 


17/7/1981. 
Tel :—- OPOS 734382 or 
OB02 28106. 


Desr Sir, 

‘I beer a = ‘.V¥. called World in Action. In 
it I sa n I ane time ago. Ian Souter Clarence. It 
was implied t that he  bblonged to your League. He was —— 
men in a ary, style. 

I contacted The Doweger Lady Birdwood. Who I 
because at that Time I was raerustine for Rhodesia. She. a 
me your addr Saag 

Saye ago I saw an ex-mercenary from Angola. He 
sar ee charge "of Training there. We talked about the programe 
ow in our opinion certain things could be improved. 


in En 


ea 
some Fostactors that yeould be. will ing to take certala peuple 


abroad to a theater of war and give them some batt 
bab at ints i 

e the instuctors. Would you say you know of any 
body iterated in this idea? 

There is nothing illea, - about this idea. iien can 
be recruited for the perpouse o; “ater ey overseas. Now what 
these men put their experience ce 8 be a bit on the 
dicey side. oe does not conce 

ype of money we vers thinkin oo was. £100, oop 
re week Ter instuctor in training. And £150.oop per week per 
nstuctor under battle conditions. This I think is a cut rate 
price for this service. 

I look forward to an early repl 

Yours faithfully, 


QZ Oe—D 


G.R. Ward. 


Ward's letter to the League offering to pro- 
vide military instructors. 


Lady Jane Birdwood, who introduced Ward to the League. The Dowager bridges the nar- 
rowing gap between the nazis and the racist right of the Tory Party — was one of the main 
speakers at the newly-formed British National Party’s first rally. 


Souter-Clarence, and has admitted 
recently to having been involved in the 
‘survival training’ exercises which 
Clarence runs for members of nazi 
organisations in the countryside near 
his home in Poole. As well as British 
nazis, members of the now illegal 
VMO from Belgium have also attended 
these camps. 

When Searchlight telephoned Mr 
Ward, he confirmed that he knew Lady 
Birdwood and Ian Souter Clarence, 
and said that the regulationship bet- 
ween himself and Clarence was like 
that of ‘pupil and teacher’. But when 
asked specifically which war zone he 
intended to send nazi trainees to, he 
appeared to suffer from a bout of 
amnesia. Suggestions that it might be 
the Lebanon brought a ‘I can’t com- 
ment on that’ response. 

Ward went on to say, however, that 
his current activities in this country 
were confined to adventure training on 
120 acres of private land at Upton in 
Dorset. When we suggested that this 
might be one of the places where 
British Movement Leader Guard were 
trained, he replied that ‘our men 
should be fit and ready for anything 
from a nuclear holocaust to guarding 
against criminals robbing their homes’. 
‘The rule of law should be paramount’. 
Ward had no comment when we told 
him that some of the men he had 


helped to train in the Leader Guard 
were now serving long prison sentences 
for assault on police officers. 

Finally, when we asked how the 
League of St George had responded to 
his offer to train its members under 
battle conditions, Ward ended the con- 
versation. 


LEAGUE LINKS 


WITH FALANGISTS 


RECENT EVIDENCE strongly suggests a 
link between British nazis and the extreme 
right Falangist militias in the Lebanon. 

It is now known that before he returned to 
Rome to die in a gun battle with police, the 
Italian NAR fugitive Alessandro Alibrandi was 
sheltered in London by members of the League 
of St. George. It appears that even while the 
League was looking after him he was developing 
his contacts with the Falangists in Beirut, whom 
he had visited previously. 

When he was killed in Rome, police found on 
his body the stubs of airline tickets for return 
journeys between London and the Lebanon. At 
an apartment where he had been hiding, and 
which was subsequently raided, they found flight 
timetables with flights between London and 
Beirut underlined. 

More sinister are recent reports from sources 
on the British right, that at least one member of 
the League of St George has travelled to Beirut as 
a guest of the Falangists. The man, whose identi- 
ty is known to Searchlight, was one of those in- 
volved in safehousing Alibrandi and other nazi 
fugutives from Italy. 


A SMALL London-based anti- 
Soviet pressure group has 
become an important outlet in 
Britain for the notorious Rus- 
sian emigre organisation NTS, 
which collaborated with the 
nazis during the war, and which 
later became a front for covert 
CIA operations. The group is the 
Anti-Soviet Society, which 
operates from the right-wing 
Alternative Bookshop in Covent 
Garden. 


The Anti-Soviet Society was founded 
in December 1980. Instrumental in its 
launch were members of the Liber- 
tarian Alliance, a fringe conservative 
group whose main spokeman, Chris 
Tame, had previously been research of- 
ficer at the Freedom Association, and 
now runs the Alternative Bookshop. 
Tame and his supporters split from the 
FA to advance their own brand of 
ultra-libertarian free market conser- 
vatism. Both he, and his close associate 
Brian Micklethwaite, were central in 
setting up ASS, whose role was ‘‘to 
discuss, proclaim and act upon the 
belief that the Soviet government is a 
totalitarian abomination . . .”’ In pur- 
suit of this, its statement of aims con- 
tinued, it would ‘‘gather and publicise 
information concerning anti-Soviet 
events and activities of all kinds, and 
co-operate enthusiastically with other 
organisations with similar aims and at- 
titudes.’’ It is precisely this co- 
operation that has brought the Anti- 
Soviet Society into a close working 
relationship with NTS. 

NTS (the Popular Labour Alliance of 
Russian Solidarists) was founded in 1930 in 
Belgrade as a focus for right-wing emigre 
opposition to the Soviet regime. From the 
beginning its work involved both propagan- 
da and covert operations, and it established 
cells within the Soviet Union itself. Follow- 
ing the nazi invasion of Russia in 1941, 
these groups openly collaborated with 
Hitler’s invading armies. According to an 
NTS memorandum made public in 1965, 
“In 1943 about 120 NTS groups were 
operating in 54 towns and localities (in Ger- 
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man occupied territory), extensive work 
was done amongst the vast numbers of Rus- 
sian prisoners in Germany’’. Dr Vladimir 
Porensky, still chairman of NTS and based 
in Paris, spent the war in Berlin where he 
was at the centre of a German plan to set up 
a Russian anti-communist army from 
prisoners of war. NTS collaboration only 
ended when it became clear that Germans, 
and not the NTS, were to administer the oc- 
cupied areas. 


Intelligence 

After the war, NTS was widely used by 
Western intelligence agencies to establish 
contacts amongst the many displaced per- 
sons from Eastern Europe, and quickly 
became little more than a covert CIA opera- 
tion in Europe, running radio stations 
broadcasting behind the iron curtain, and 
sending agents into the Soviet Union by 
parachute, and sometimes by submarine. 
Some of these NTS agents were trained by 
the CIA in West Germany, others by British 
Intelligence at a special school in Holland 
Park, London. In his authoritative book 
The Secret War for Europe, Louis Hagan, 
who had been assisted by intelligence 
sources in several West European countries, 
concluded that NTS was still, in the late 
1960s, used by Western intelligence agencies 
who ‘‘are quite prepared to foot the not in- 
considerable cost of maintaining a world- 
wide organisation like the NTS’’. Hagan, 
writing in 1968, named NTS Executive 
Bureau member Evgeny Romanov as a CIA 
liaison officer. Romanov is still a member 


chairman of the NTS. 


of the NTS leadership. 
NTS is based in Frankfurt, West Ger- 


‘many. In London, its public face is George 


Millar, a British citizen of Russian parents, 
who was invited by the Anti-Soviet Society 
to address one of their meetings last April, 
on ‘The Work of the NTS’. The relation- 
ship had actually been established already: 
the previous month ASS secretary Brian 
Micklethwaite had sent a circular letter to 
members of the Adam Smith Club (another 
Libertarian Alliance project), suggesting 
that ‘“‘As a member of the Adam Smith 
Club, you may be interested to learn of 
another organisation dedicated to the cause 
of liberty, namely the Anti-Soviet Society”’ 
whose activities included ‘‘assisting other 
anti-Soviet organisations with their ac- 
tivities, for example by attending their 
meetings, and helping them with funds and 
with their publications’. One group receiv- 
ing such help, he disclosed, was NTS. Two 
months later, a further newsletter from 
Micklethwaite announced that ‘‘we are now 
busier helping NTS’’. 


Mercenaries 

But Millar’s activities do not only involve 
Russian emigres. He is closely associated 
with right-wing Muslim factions amongst 
the Afghan opposition to the Soviet inva- 
sion. Last year he visited Afghanistan as a 
guest of the National Islamic Front of 
Afghanistan. A few weeks later he hosted 
the visit to this country of two represen- 
tatives of NIFA. Amongst their 
engagements was a meeting of the Anti- 


Vladimir Dmitriyevich Porensky, long-time Yevgeniy Romanovich Romanov, chairman 


of the NTS executive Bureau since 1962. 


Soviet Society, which was also attended by 
two mercenary organisers and arms dealers 
with experience in Afghanistan. Contact 
with the mercenaries was made initially by 
ASS member Mark Taha, but the contact 
was followed up by Micklethwaite with a 
visit to the rooms in the Grosvenor House 
Hotel in Park Lane from which the men 
conducted their business. 

According to one source, Millar always 
appeared well-informed about the arrival in 
this country of East European refugees and 
frequently meets them at the airport. He 
was involved in the ill-fated 1979 trip to 
Poland by Peter Young, later to become 
chairman of the Federation of Conservative 
Students (Searchlight 58). Young was ar- 
rested at Warsaw airport accused of smug- 
gling glassware. In London, Millar toured 
Fleet Street telling reporters that Young had 
been held after making contact with 
dissidents, but it became clear later that the 
whole thing was a publicity stunt. When 
Young returned he went straight to the 
home of Millar’s emigre parents. Millar, 
formerly involved with the Young Liberals 
and employed by the Liberal International 
at the National Liberal Club, is now 
research officer at the Institute for Euro- 
pean Defence and Strategic Studies. He has 
also written for the Freedom Association 
newspaper Free Nation. 


Liberalism 


Despite the role played by Libertarian 
Alliance members in setting up ASS which 
is now working hard on behalf of NTS, it 
would be a mistake to regard LA members 
as orthodox rightists. Based, like the ASS, 
at the Alternative Bookshop, the Alliance 
argues for a pure form of Jaissez-faire 
liberalism, including the liberalisation of 
laws regulating sexual behaviour and drug 
use, and its members are unique on the 
right in holding that trades unions are a 
vital element of freedom. It may be political 
naivete which has made them susceptible to 
overtures from the NTS, but they are not 
the only ones who have failed to see the 
significance of working with NTS: the Anti- 
Soviet Society also counts among its 
members Professor Paul Wilkinson, the 
terrorism expert at Aberdeen University, 
who has written a number of their leaflets. 
Wilkinson, author of the recent book The 
New Fascists, told Searchlight: ‘‘From my 
own enquiries I believe that the NTS, 
whatever its leaders in Britain may now 
claim, is an organisation with a fascist past 
and a strongly fascist trend in its ideology. 
The ASS is a small organisation with the 
declared aims of defending human rights in 
Russia and opposing Soviet dictatorship. It 
has done useful work in informing people 
about a variety of groups seeking alter- 
native political change in Russia. But now it 
has been made aware of the true nature of 
the NTS, I trust that the ASS will firmly 
disavow all further contact with Mr Millar’s 
organisation, and will refuse to assist in cir- 
culating its publications or in providing it 
with a ‘forum’. 

“If that does not desist from these ac- 
tivities, I am sure that many other members 
would join me in withdrawing support from 
the ASS.”’ 


STILL WITHIN 
THESE WALLS: 


PRISON OFFICER’S 
COLUMN 88 CONNECTIONS 


BRIAN BALDWIN, the nazi prison 
officer at Strangeways gaol in Man- 
chester, did not give up politics five 
years ago as he claims whenever ques- 
tions are raised about his suitability for 
the prison service. 

A letter bearing his signature, obtained 
recently by the London magazine City 
Limits, shows clearly that only a year ago 
he was in contact with former Column 88 
members, and was helping to set up a new 
group called the British Free Corps. 


Introductions 


Baldwin was associated with Column 88 in 
1975, when he was in charge of training at a 
paramilitary camp (Searchlight 54). He was 
also Northern Organiser for the League of 
St George. In the letter, addressed to a Mr 
White, he expresses interest in the idea of 
setting up a Free Corps, and offers to ar- 
range introductions to Don Mudie and Dr 
Knight. The letter is written on Column 88 
notepaper. 

Mudie, of course, was in charge of the 
1975 camp, and acted as a_ public 
spokesman for 88. Knight, with his former 
wife Primrose, were involved in the SS 


Wotan 18 project set up by 88 in 1976, and 
exposed in Searchlight in November 1978. 
This husband and wife team had previously 
managed Colin Jordan’s National Socialist 
Movement bookshop in Notting Hill in the 
late 1960s. 


Supplanted 


Interestingly, Baldwin’s letter claims that 
Column 88 has not been operational for 
some time. This appears to confirm the 
assessment in Searchlight last December, 
that it had been to some extent supplanted 
by other paramilitary groups including Ian 
Souter Clarence’s Eidelweiss, and men 
around Tony Malski. On the other hand, 
perhaps Baldwin’s claims are just the sort 
of thing he might be expected to say to 
someone whom he does know par- 
ticularly well. 

Until recently Baldwin was chairman of 
the Prison Officers Association at 
Strangeways, and although he no longer oc- 
cupies this post he still appears to act as a 
spokesman for POA members at the gaol. 
During a recent industrial dispute he was in- 
terviewed both by local radio in Man- 
chester, and in the Guardian. 


Nazis claim 
responsibility 


for violent 
attacks 


IN three separate publications 
brought out in the last few 
weeks, the National Front has 
claimed responsibility for cases 
of violent assault that have 
either never been brought to 
court or in which people are 
waiting to be tried. Searchlight 
has been monitoring the _ in- 
creasingly violent tone of their 
press for months, but now the 
NF are actually claiming credit 
for vicious attacks on blacks or 
on the left — and they are get- 
ting away with it. 


@ Last month we reported an attack on a 
Troops Out day conference in Brighton, 
when a nine foot plank was used as a batter- 
ing ram and bricks and stones were hurled 
through windows. Sussex Front, the 
Brighton NF paper, is devoted almost en- 
tirely to the incident, with a centre page 
spread by Steve Brady ‘exposing’ the IRA 
connection in Brighton. The gang who car- 
ried out the attack are described first as 
‘local unemployed workers’, Britons, and 
finally ‘Britain’s patriotic white youth’. 
Brady ends his tirade against the IRA and 
Brighton Labour Party by threatening 
“The events of 13 March when a Troops 
Out meeting was terminated by Britain’s 
patriotic white youth, will only be the 
Start.”’ 

Though five arrests were made after the 
attack, only one youth, Fogden, is known 
locally as a Front supporter and has often 
been seen with Steve Brady and Norwegian 
nazi Eric Blucher. 


@In March this year Searchlight reported 
that a group of Coventry students travelling 
to Birmingham for the Bloody Sunday 
commemoration in Birmingham were at- 
tacked by a group of NF supporters. The 
students claimed that their unmarked 
minibus was boxed in by NF coaches in a 
traffic queue caused by what they thought 
was a road block. The NF thugs spotted 
their Troops Out badges and attacked the 
students with a screwdriver, stones, a cider 
bottle and a piece of paving slab. A smoke 


bomb was thrown inside, but the driver 
(who was concussed) managed to drive off 
onto the grass verge and escape before 
anyone was seriously hurt. 


SMOKE BOMB 


The most recent issue of Bulldog, the 
YNF paper whose editor was jailed in 
January for race hate charges, tells the same 
story, but with a different emphasis: 

The police tried to stop the London NF 
coaches from reaching Birmingham. 
However in stopping the Front coach they 
also succeeded in forcing a van load of Red 
IRA supporters to pull up behind them. 
Opportunities like this cannot afford to be 
wasted, so the IRA van had all its windows 
smashed and a smoke bomb was thrown in. 
The van was last seen heading in the direc- 
tion of the nearest hospital with orange 
smoke belching from it. The NF coaches 
got to Birmingham and managed to shake 
off the police escort... 

When Searchlight contacted both the 
Warwickshire and the West Midlands 
police, we were told that they had no record 
of any roadblock or of any such incident 
taking place. 


ein early January, Lynval Golding, a 
black singer from Coventry (ex member of 
the Specials and now of Fun Boy Three) 
was stabbed in the neck while he was stan- 
ding in a nightclub in his home town. Two 
men, Robert Viola (28) and Andrew 
Thomas Wilks (22), have been charged with 


IRA—THE BRIGHTON CONNECTION. 


‘The events of March13th...... 


Continued from page seven. Provisional 


IRA, is right to da so: 
thouaht no ane. i Bri ‘ Pe 


é) 
Steve Brady — UDA supporter and nazi 
paramilitary seen here on the April 17 
Orange Order march in London to protest 
against the Pope’s intended visit. 


the attack on Golding and his companion 
Kevin Stuart, also black. 

Following this attack, thieves stole a 
video recorder worth £550 from Golding’s 
home as he lay in hospital. 

In South London Patriot, a newer ver- 
sion of the NF South London News, a small 
paragraph is headed ‘The curse of Albion’. 
It reads: Each issue we will see how fate has 
brought revenge upon thise naive enough to 
physically or verbally attack the NF. Mr 
Lynval Golding of the Fun Boy Three and 
ex-Specials member has suffered an injury 
to the throat and has been burgled’. 

Last summer South London News told 
readers where they could buy weapons 
legally that could kill people. 


e@ The Islington Nationalist Press, the 
North London NF paper, warns of ‘the 
growing frustration of decent white people 
who are witnessing the decline of their 
country’. In a piece about black crime and 
rioting, the rise of vigilante groups is 
predicted as ‘the authorities refuse to en- 
force the law of the land’. The piece ends; 
‘Mounting anger at the unchecked 
atrocities being perpetrated in our capital 
city and, indeed, all over Britain can only 
have one result.’ 


hopefully 


Labour councillor 
‘*saw police help 


NF demonstrators’’ 


BRR, 


Front supporter openly wears a Hitler mask at the Blackpool march. 


THE National Front held a 500 strong St 
George’s Day march in Blackpool on april 24. A 
local Labour councillor has since claimed that 
he saw the police assist members of the NF, car- 
rying their leaflets and giving them lifis in their 
vans. 

The NF march was a national mobilisation 
and included contingents from London, Birm- 
ingham and Lancashire, particularly from Accr- 
ington and Poulton le Fylde. It was led by the NF 
Trades Union banner, and made up largely of 
skinheads, punks and thugs. After the march 
they roamed the streets looking for anti-fascists 
and several arrests were made. 

The NF marched along the Golden Mile to a 
meeting in the South Shore public baths. They 
did so free of charge, despite the fact that there is 
meant to be a ban of fascist groups meeting on 
council property. The police had instructed the 
council to provide the NF with a meeting place. 
Earlier, Lancashire Chief Constable Albert 
Laugherne had refused a joint Labour-Liberal 
plea for a ban on the NF march on the grounds 
that there was ‘no threat to public order’. 

According to an eye witness report by Labour 
councillor Bill Goldsmith, a police van was used 
to drive NF supporters and leaflets to their rally. 
Coun. Goldsmith said, ‘I saw the police arrive 
and about three National Front supporters got 
out and began carrying bundles of leaflets and 
other materials into the baths. The police were 
assisting them and I saw one officer go into the 
baths with a bundle of leaflets under each arm.’ 


(Morning Star 26.4.82). 

The NF were also granted parking facilities for 
their coaches. Last year the Trade Council was 
refused the same facility for their demonstration 
against Margaret Thatcher. 

A counter mobilisation of 100 anti-fascists by 
the ANL and Blackpool CARF attempted to 
thwart the march by occupying their meeting 
place in advance. But they were surrounded by 
the police and taken off in the other direction. At 
one point in the afternoon the NF tried to am- 
bush them. 


@ CUT-THROAT RAZOR 


Two National Front supporters, arrested after 
the demonstration pleaded guilty to possessing 
offensive weapons. One had a cut-throat razor in 
his trouser leg. The other was caught with a 
Bruce Lee style nunchaku. 

Craig Jeal, (20), of Lytham Road, and Kelvin 
Gregory, (21), of Braithwaite Close, both of 
Blackburn, were arrested after the NF’s 
Blackpool demonstration on 24 April. British 
Transport Police had searched them as they were 
about to board the Preston train. Jeal was found 
in possession of the nunchaku, Gregory of the 
razor. 

Jeal told police that he had the flail ‘‘in case I 
got attacked by Commies’’. 

Both Jeal and Gregory were fined £75 with £25 
costs. (Lancashire Evening Telegraph 26.4.82). 


Pearce to stand 
in bye-election 


THE May local elections were hardly the 
high-spot of nazi activity this year. 

The results showed two things. Firstly, 
that the nazi groups have lost interest in 
fighting elections, and are spending their 
energies elsewhere. Secondly, but con- 
nected to this, it is still clear that where 
they do stand, the share of the vote they 
can expect to poll is pitiful. 

In the few seats which NF — and occa- 
sionally BM or BDP — candidates con- 
tested, their average share of the vote 
was only 2.8%. Across London it was 
3.0%. 

One exception, however, was the Lon- 
don borough of Newham, where on a 
low poll, NF candidates in Plaistow ward : 
collected just over 10% of the votes cast. 


Publicity stunt 


Joe Pearce, the editor of Bu//dog, jailed in 
January for incitement to racial hatred, 
was released from prison on 12 May. 
With the ‘Free Joe Pearce’ campaign an 
almost complete washout, the NF will at- 
tempt to squeeze further publicity over 
his case by putting him up as candidate 
in the forthcoming bye-election at Mit- 
cham and Morden (Surrey) in June. A 
march is planned on 29 May starting at 
2pm from Morden tube station. NF 
members have been told to disregard 
any banning order, in which case they 
would go on to a mass canvassing exer- 
cise to be followed by a rally. 
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The figures on the right refer to the 
percentage vote for NF candidates, with 
the number of those who stood, in 
brackets. Candidates often stood in 
more than one ward. 


TENSIONS 
SHOW 


BEHIND 
NAZI 
UNITY 


THE newly-formed British National 
Party’s first public performance 
passed off almost unnoticed when 
eight or nine members tried to 
disrupt an ‘Any Questions’ session 
being recorded live by the BBC in 
Peterborough. The high point was 
when the panel were asked who 
they thought was the best person 
to lead the country. This was Ray 
Hill’s cue to jump on his seat and 
shout ‘John Tyndall, leader of the 
British National Party’. 

Another attempt to attract some publici- 
ty was on April 24 when they held a march 
in Central London. The march was led by 
John Tyndall, with Ray Hill and Kenneth 
McKilliam at his side, and was attended by 
some 300 followers holding placards saying 
‘Force Argys Out’ and ‘Keep the Falklands 
British’. The number of ex-British Move- 
ment members there confirmed that the 
BNP has received widespread support from 
that quarter, and there was a significant 
number of skinhead supporters of Ray Hill, 
former BM organiser. 

But the underlying tensions behind these 
‘unified’ forces were plain to see. Tyndall 
was clearly uncomfortable leading a march 


League man John Wood and Edie Glastra, 
ex-British Movement organiser. 


supporters. 


that included so many skinheads; he likes 
his followers to be well dressed and 
disciplined. He looked even more unhappy 
when Hill accounced from the platform 
later, ‘I am a national socialist. I have never 
denied it and I never will.’ 

Hill also seemed to horrify another 
veteran fascist, Lady Jane Birdwood, who 
spoke immediately after he had told the 
police present that they were not paid to 
withdraw when ‘sub-humans riot in our 
streets’. Birdwood told them it was not 
their fault and that ‘Willie Blacklaw’ was to 
blame. 

It is highly probably that the BNP will try 
to publish and distribute as much pro- 
paganda as possible. Several months ago 
Tyndall wrote in his magazine Spearhead 
that this would be their key to success now 
that they had established beyond any doubt 
that the entire media was bent on silencing 
them. In some areas, notably Worcester 
and Cheltenham, BNP members have 
already announced that they are going to 
start a campaign in schools. Remembering 
the old NF’s campaign a few years earlier 
they have even threatened to distribute the 


@ BNP OPPOSE PEACE RALLY 


A small group of British National Party 
members gathered to oppose a peace rally in Hull 
recently. About 50 BNP members gathered on 10 
April to hear John Tyndall condemn alleged 
Communist involvement in CND. 

Earlier, a much larger demonstration, of over 
1,000 people, had marched in a ‘“‘bridge of 
peace’’ demonstration over the Humber bridge. 
The march, from Barton town to Hull, had been 
organised by the Campaign for Nuclear Disar- 
mament. 

Later on, some fascists made an unsuccessful 
attempt to disrupt the CND rally at Queen’s 
Gardens. 


Tyndall (left) and Hill (right) keep up a united front despite the presence of Hill’s skinhe 


same propaganda — the ‘How to spot a red 
teacher’ leaflet that was condemned by 
teachers all over the country in the late 70s. 
They also plan to catch up the NF by pro- 
ducing local newsletters and magazines. 
New Frontier, the paper of Tyndall’s NNF, 
will be their national newspaper. 


@ TYNDALL’S MAN IN WEST 
COUNTRY FOUND GUILTY 
ON RACE CHARGES 


A WEST country court set what will hopefully 
become a precedent in race relations law when a 
jury decided that the slogan ‘If they’re black, 
send them back’ was an open incitement to racial 
hatred. Derek Merry, south west activities 
organiser for the NNF (now the BNP) was given 
a twelve month sentence suspended for one year 
after being found guilty of two out of five 
charges under the Race Relations Act. 

The court was told that Merry had got the 
crowd of NNF supporters to chant the slogan at 
a rally held in Plymouth last July. At least 200 
people went to Stonehouse Park for the rally 
after the NNF march in the city was banned. A 
local policeman also described how crowds of 
them had gone to the city centre following the 
rally. He said that they were ‘animated and ag- 
gressive’ and that black people in the centre were 
threatened and chased. 

Merry was also charged with four other counts 
of publishing and distributing racist leaflets at 
Home Park football ground in Plymouth last 
October. The leaflets were similar, if not iden- 
tical, to those given out by the skinheads who 
went to the Hamborough Tavern in Southall in 
July 1981. They called for a day of nationalist 
unity and were a clear incitement to racial 
hatred. Merry was found not guilty of publishing 
the leaflets, but guilty of distributing them. 

Merry has two previous convictions. One in 
1979 for common assault when he attacked an 
ANL supporter and in 1981 for using threatening 
words and behaviour. 


IRVING ADMITS NATIONAL FRONT LINKS 


DAVID IRVING, the controversial 
historian and promoter of the British 
New Right, received a setback in his 
bid to address the Oxford Union. But 
in the build-up to his planned union 
lecture (scheduled for 4 May), Irving 
admitted that his organisation has links 
with the fascist National Front. 


Irving’s invitation to address a closed 
Union meeting on the subject of the New 
Right was withdrawn after a vote of the 
Union on 30 April. A motion calling for the 
cancellation of Irving’s lecture (proposed 
by the University Labour Club) was won 
with a small majority. 

In a report on the controversy, the Ox- 
ford Mail described Irving as ‘‘a leading 
figure in the New Right which is ultra- 
nationalist and has links with the National 
Front’’. The paper (23.4.82) then went on 
to quote Irving as saying that ‘‘the National 
Front is one of the organisations with which 
we do have links at a /ow level’’. He 
described the purposes of his group as the 
creation of ‘‘an intellectual body of right- 
wing and ultra-conservative people. We are 
particularly interested in recruiting in the 
University’’. 


Irving’s troubles at Oxford are by no 
means the first problems he has had in gain- 
ing a platform recently. Reports of Irving’s 
recent tour of Germany, under the auspices 
of the extreme right-wing Deutsche Volksu- 
nion (DVU), show that there too his ac- 
tivities aroused wide protests. During a 
meeting in Nuremberg on 14 March, for in- 
stance, five protestors who had entered the 
hall to display photographs of the horrors 
of the Second World War, and to protest 
‘‘that the crimes of national-socialism were 
being played down’’, were attacked by 
stewards. One protestor was injured by a 
blow to the head, and another was 
hospitalised after he had been throttled by a 
DVU supporter to the point of un- 
consciousness. (Nurnberger Nachrichten, 
15.3.82). 

Irving’s Nuremberg meeting (he was in 
fact speaking about the Nuremberg war 
crimes trials, on which he has written a 
critical book unpublished in England) was 
followed the next day by a meeting in a 
Munich Bierkeller, outside which protesters 
held up placards bearing the slogans ‘‘Neo- 
Nazis Behind Bars’’, ‘‘Stop the DVU 
Fascists’? and ‘‘Fascism: Never Again’’. 
According to the Suddentsche Zeitung 


(15.3.82) Irving’s arrival had been preceded 
by considerable protests from the Jewish 
community and anti-fascist groups. 

Irving’s sterling work for the DVU (this is 
his second speaking tour for them) will have 
been rewarded on 9 May in Stuttgart, when 
Irving receives a ‘‘freedom prize’’ from 
Gerhard Frey, the DVU’s leader. It has also 
been recently revealed that another right- 
wing German group which has hosted Irv- 
ing meetings (the Gesellschaft. Fur Freie 
Publizistik, or GFP) is the accredited Ger- 
man branch of the sinister World Anti- 
Communist League, whose growing 
domination by fascist and anti-semitic 
groups has been exhaustively documented 
by Searchlight. For details of Irving’s links 
with the GFP, see Searchlight, March 1982. 

Since the withdrawal of his invitation to 
speak in Oxford, Irving has said that he is 
drawing up a ‘‘blacklist’”’ of individuals in- 
volved in campaigning against him. He 
hints that this list will be used ‘‘for future 
reference’’. 

He is now trying to use the influence he 
has with Penguin Books to secure for one 
of his associates a contract to write the first 
fast turn-round paperback on the Falklands 
crisis. 


BRITISH 
REVISIONIST 
NEWSPAPER 
APPEARS 


A BRITISH revisionist newspaper — 
promulgating the idea that the Nazis 
did not have a mass-extermination pro- 
gramme — has been produced in Bri- 
tain from the address of a former Na- 
tional Front candidate. The editor of 
the newspaper — called ‘Holocaust’ 
News — is ‘‘Richard Harwood’’, the 
pseudonym of Richard Verrall, also of 
the National Front. 

Verrall had been thought to have 
gone to ground since his recent mar- 
riage to a Jewish woman, but he has 
clearly been busy. A few headlines 
from the journal will reveal both its 
obsession and its tone: 


— ‘** ‘Holocaust’ 
hoax’’. 


story an evil 


—‘* ‘Mass gassing’ accounts are 
scientifically impossible’’. 


‘‘The 
‘holocaust’ ’’. 


incredible shrinking 


— ‘*‘How Zionists Murder Truth’’. 


— ‘‘Anne Frank ‘Diary’ a fake’’. 

And ‘‘Harwood’s’’ editorial — 
headed ‘‘Cosmopolitan Racialists’’ — 
outlines the revisionist case in terms 
that have become depressingly 
familiar: 

‘‘The Zionists used the ‘Holocaust’ 
myth to create a smokescreen of inter- 
national public sympathy while they set 
about building Israel on the rubble of 
Palestinian farms and villages. But 
after 1948 they found additional 
reasons for keeping the myth alive... 
To ensure that external Jewish com- 
munities can continue to assist Israel in 
this way it is essential that the nations 
in which they exist are ‘liberal’ and 
‘cosmopolitan’. That is why the com- 
munal agencies of Zionist-Jewry 
devote so much energy and money to 
campaigns against Nationalist groups 
in the US, Canada, Britain and 
Europe, and why the Zionist-Jewish 
dominated media in those lands con- 
tinually run smear features which 
depict Nationalists as ‘nazis’ who seek 
to perpetuate another ‘Holocaust’. 

‘‘This relentless Zionist campaign 
against other people’s ‘racialism’ is of 
course monumental hypocrisy since 
Zionism is itself the most ruthless 
manifestation of racial-nationalism of 
all time’’. 

The address of ‘Holocaust’ News is 
given as ‘‘The Centre for Historical 
Review, PO Box 40, London E15’’. 
This is the postal address of Caroline 
Armond, a former NF candidate. 


JEWISH 
CEMETERIES 
DESECRATED 


a 


THERE has been a disturbing increase in the 
number of attacks on Jewish targets in the 
last few months. Several synagogues in Lon- 
don and Birmingham have been daubed, shot 
at or vandalised. Shortly before going to 
press, we were informed that a chapel at 
Rainham cemetery was set on fire, causing 
£30,000 worth of damage. 

These pictures were taken after over 25 
graves at Streatham cemetery were daubed on 
the night of 24 March. Two pig’s heads were 


Continued overleaf 


@ Dharry murderer jailed 


Paul Carr, now aged 18, was cleared of the 
murder of Dr Amal Dharry in Coventry last June 
but was convicted on the alternative charge of 
manslaughter and jailed for seven years. He was 
said to haved struck a bet with friends that he 
would go through with the stabbing but on his 
arrest, in order to protect his friends, he told 
police that he did it because he ‘hated 
Pakistanis’. Mr Justice Kilner-Brown told Carr 
that he was guilty of ‘a wanton and callous act’ 
and that if it were not for the fact that he was on- 
ly 17 at the time the stabbing took place, he 
would have been sentenced to ten years. Dr 
Dharry was described by a police spokesman as 
‘a highly respected member of the medical pro- 
fession in Coventry’. A memorial fund in Dr 
Dharry’s name set up to raise money for the 
city’s homeless has raised over £9000. (Guardian 
28.4.82) 


@ Second murder trial in Coventry 


In the second racist murder trial to be held in Bir- 
mingham Crown Court within a month, a 
teenage skinhead was ordered to be detained at 
Her Majesty’s pleasure. Steven Storey, 17, was 
found guilty of the murder of Satnam Singh Gill, 
an Asian student, in Coventry city centre last 
year. Six other members of a skinhead gang were 
also sentenced for between two and half and four 
years on charges of affray arising from the same 
incident. 

The court was told that skinhead gangs had 
clashed with Asian youths while out on the 
streets of Coventry looking for trouble. Storey 
alleged that he had been hit in the face by an 
Asian wearing a crash helmet. He stabbed Sat- 
nam Singh Gill the following day in retaliation, 
though Gill had not taken part in the fighting 
earlier. 
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IST MURDER TRIALS — 


The six other youths who were sentenced, in- 
cluding Michael McElhinney, 18, who bought 
the knife used in the murder, were told by the 
judge, Mr Justice Bush: 

‘I have a painful and public duty to perform 
and that is to make clear to those who are 
similarly minded to indulge in mindless, mean- 
ingless, cowardly violence, particularly of a 
racial kind, that the courts will not tolerate. It is 
only your youth which saves you from longer 
sentences.’’ (Guardian 11.5.82.) 

Neither Carr, Storey nor their friends have 
been proved to be members of fascist organisa- 
tions. However Searchlight has enough evidence 
to show that leading members of far right groups 
were active in Coventry during a summer of in- 
tense racial violence against the black communi- 
ty. On 23 May last year, for example, an anti- 
racist march was confronted in the city centre by 
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JEWISH CEMETERIES 
DESECRATED ... 


left behind, and leaflets and stickers were 
scattered around. Some of the leaflets, head- 
ed ‘Multi-racialism is madness’ were printed 
by the National Socialist Party (UK), based in 
Dublin; others were printed by the American 
NSDAP, based in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

On May bank holiday the chapel in 
Rainham cemetery was set on fire by an ar- 
sonist, causing extensive damage to the roof. 
A few days earlier, an attempt was made to 
wreck the chapel and desecrate the graves. 
Two youths, aged 17 and 18, who live in Up- 
minster Road North, near the cemetery, have 
been charged. 

In the middle of March, windows were 
smashed in Edgeware United synagogue, 
London, two days after NF stickers were 
found on the door. Birmingham Central | 
synagogue was daubed with swastikas and 
slogans such as ‘dead yids’ on the same night 
as the attack on Streatham cemetery. At the 
end of March, air pistol shots were fired at 
windows of cars parked inside synagogue 
grounds at Stamford Hill, north London. 


youths holding up US nazi literature. In the 
background were members of the NNF, BDP 
and BM. One of these, Bill Bentley, was on bail 
at that time, charged with assaulting an Asian 
boy in Leicester and possessing an offensive 
weapon. He is now serving an 18 month prison 
sentence. 


@ Life for BM activist 


Thomas Allen, a British Movement activist, was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for murdering 
Bradford taxi driver, Mohammed Arif, last 
November (Searchlight 79). Leeds Crown Court 
was told that Allen had taken part in a BM 
march last year (to call for the freeing of 
Rudolph Hess) where he had been arrested and 
charged with blemishing the peace and wilful 
obstruction of the highway. Allen was said to 
have committed the murder while in a depressed 
and suicidal condition, but was not acting under 
orders from the BM. 

Allen, who was unemployed since 1979, was 
alleged to have set out to rob an Asian off-licence 
equipped with a knife. He called a taxi during the 
evening rush hour, and later decided to kill the 
driver, Mr Arif. He stabbed him 11 times and left 
him to die in the street. The police said that when 
they caught up with Allen a few days later he 
showed no sign of remorse. (Bradford Telegraph 
and Argus 23.4.82.) 


ATTEMPTED MURDER: 


YNF CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY 


In Guildford, Surrey, two youths have been 
charged with attempted murder, following fire 
bomb attacks on black people. Following the 
first attack, police at first said there was nothing 
to suggest a racist motive. Later, in a phone call, 
someone claiming to represent Guildford Young 
National Front said they had carried out the at- 
tack. : 

Stuart McMillan, (19), of Church Lane, Far- 
nham, and a Guildford youth aged 16, were 
charged with attempting to murder a Nigerian 
student, Jonathan Modie. Mr Modie escaped 
unhurt when fire swept through his room at 
Cathedral Close, University of Surrey, at lam on 
Thursday 29 April. He was getting ready to go to 


bed, when a brick was thrown through his win- 
dow, followed by a fire bomb. 

The 16-year-old has also been charged with at- 
tempting to murder an Asian grocer at the Mace 
Stores, Grange Road, Stoughton, on Saturday 1 
May, at lam. 

Both the accused were remanded in custody. 

Police are looking for a third man, who, they 
believe, was involved in the attack on Mace 
Stores. They also believe that it was him that 
phoned the Guildford Times, saying the first at- 
tack had been done by the YNF, to ‘‘get rid of 
the blacks’’. (Surrey Advertiser 30.4.82; 
Guildford Times 8.5.82) 


@ Racial Violence 


Boy thrown from train 


British Rail police are to investigate a claim from 
a ten-year-old Asian boy who says he was thrown 
from a train by a skinhead as he and his 12-year- 
old sister were travelling from Runcorn to 
Euston. The boy was found by a passer-by lying 
injured on an embankment at Rugely, Stafford- 
shire and was taken to hospital with a broken 
elbow and internal injuries. (New Standard 
13.4.82) 


Oldham 


A gang of skinheads kicked and punched two 
Asian men and, as the injured men lay bleeding 
on the ground, the youths circled them chanting 
‘Sieg Heil’. 51-year-old Asian Ullah and his 
21-year-old nephew Piara Miah were treated at 
Oldham Royal Infirmary for facial cuts and 
bruises. One of the youths on trial for the attack 
said during a police interview that he hated 
Pakistanis. (Oldham Evening Chronicle 1.4.82) 

New criteria for monitoring racial attacks in 
the Oldham area have been introduced following 
top-level police and Home Office talks. Supt 
Robert Baldwin told a meeting of Oldham CRE 
that police have investigated 12 attacks this year 
which the victims claimed were racially 
motivated and that in future if a complainant 
thinks an attack is racial, then it will be classified 
as such by the police. (Oldham Evening Chroni- 
cle 29.3.82) 


Synagogue in bomb hoax 


A realistic looking fake bomb was left outside a 
synagogue in Southend. Swastikas, and the 
works ‘‘Skins OK’’, ‘‘Heil Hitler’, and ‘‘Punk 
OK’”’ had been painted in three foot high letters. 
Damage was estimated at £350. 

In court, in April, Lorraine Nicholls, (18), ad- 
mitted phoning a newspaper office with a bomb 
warning. She was put on probation, and ordered 
to pay £20 costs. Alan Pound, (17), admitted 
causing damage to the synagogue, and was 
remanded on bail. A 15-year-old boy, who ad- 
mitted walking along the road draped in a nazi 
flag, before planting the bomb, and painting the 
slogans, was dealt with by the Juvenile Court. He 
was put on probation for two years, and ordered 
to pay £150 compensation and £16 costs. 


Molotov cocktail gang go free 


Twelve skinheads who organised a violent race- 
hate campaign against black youths in 
Smethwick, including the use of Molotov 
cocktails, walked free from Stafford Crown 
Court. Mr Justice Park told one of them ‘You 
have unfortunate views about coloured people, 
but you have the good fortune to live in a coun- 
try where you can hold them’. The judge said, ‘It 
would not be appropriate to send you all to 
prison’. All the youths who spent between five 
and eight months in custody before their court 
appearance were given suspended jail sentences 
or conditional sentences. (Sandwell Evening Mail 
24.3.82) 


South Ockendon 


Skinheads who brutally attacked an Asian family 
were jailed for three years after a judge described 
them as ‘a pack of vicious hyenas’. The judge 
also sent two others to Borstal and ordered 
another to do 160 hours community service. Mr 
Herbert Ramdat, his teenage son and his stepson 
had spent an evening at a social club and were 
having a meal at a Chinese restaurant when a 
group of skinheads who were causing trouble 
there began making racial taunts at them. As 
they left the restaurant, the skinheads attacked 
them punching them and kicking them to the 
ground, leaving them badly bruised and cut. One 
of the gang pulled out an iron bar and began to 
beat the stepson with it, causing a double frac- 
ture of his left arm. (Thurrock Gazette 2.4.82) 


Black families forced to move 


Racist attacks have cleared a Tyneside street of 
most of its black tenants, claims a doctor in the 
area. Gangs of white youths have continually 
harassed and attacked black families and he 
himself moved from the district after he was 
stoned by a gang who used walkie-talkie radios 
to stalk him through the streets. Dr Harford 
Cookey commented: ‘There used to be a lot of us 
living there, but almost all of the coloured com- 
munity have moved away now because they 
could not stand it any longer’. Two of the gang 
who attacked him were found guilty at Newcastle 
Crown Court of wounding. A spokesman for 
Northumbria police said that the police authority 
had requested a report on incidents of crime in- 
volving ethnic minorities recently. ‘Although it 
showed that members of minority groups were 
the victims of crimes it was difficult to prove ex- 
cept in isolated cases that the motive was racial. 
(Newcastle-upon-Tyne Journal 2.4.82) 


Wellingborough 


A black family who have lived in Well- 
ingborough for 22 fear that their home might be 
set on fire following a series of racist attacks in- 
cluding the daubing of racist slogans. Mrs Eunice 
Gilbert said the attacks began after a National 
Front leaflet campaign last November. 

And following publicity given to the Gilbert 
family in the Evening Telegraph, the family 
received a mocking poison pen letter which said 
that the writer was amused to hear about the 
racist attacks and hoped they would succeed in 
driving the family away. The letter also said: ‘I 
have very good contacts with the National Front 
and if you niggers don’t move I will ask them to 
help the people who sprayed your wall. I hope it 
doesn’t come to that as he will most probably 
burn you coons in your beds.’ Now ethnic groups 
are rallying to the Gilberts’ support and the 
police have been called in. (Northamptonshire 
Evening Telegraph 15 & 22.4.82) 


@ ARSON ATTACKS 
Neighbours save family from blaze 


A teenage boy saved Mrs Singh and her two 
children of Challis Road, Brentford when a fire 
at their home trapped them in a first-floor room. 
Her husband Yousaf was dragged from a ground 
floor room suffering from smoke inhalation by 
another neighbour. The family were comforted 
by their rescuers until an ambulance arrived and 
they were taken to West Middlesex hospital but 
were not detained. The house was completely 
destroyed by fire and police have not ruled out 
the possibility of arson. (New Standard 5.4.82) 


Nightclub wrecked by arsonists 


Mr and Mrs Mudasar Shah, the owners of Raf- 
fles nightclub in Mytholmroyd, had a lucky 
escape when an arson attack gutted the club in 
the early hours of the morning. Firemen believe a 
flammable substance, possibly petrol, had been 
sprinkled round the club to make it burn quicker. 
Staff at the nightclub are understood to have 
received threatening phone calls in the previous 
few weeks claiming to have come from racist 
groups. (Evening Courier 20.4.82) 


Caterham 


Police think two arson attacks in Caterham were 
racially motivated. In one incident burning paper 
was put under the front of a car parked outside a 
garage but it did not ignite. In the other, a lighted 
rag was stuffed into a bottle of white spirit and 
left at the back door of a house. Fortunately the 
fire was detected before it could do any damage. 
(Caterham Times 16.4.82) 


Asian Family Petrol Bombed 


An Asian family in Reigate were the victims of a 
petrol bomb attack on Good Friday. A molotov 
cocktail was exploded on their front doorstep, 
and petrol had been sprinkled under the door. 

The family were asleep when the attack took 
place, but fortunately the 13-year-old daughter 
smelled smoke and raised the alarm. The family 
don’t want to be named in case they are attacked 
again, but want others to know, so that precau- 
tions can be taken. 

“It was really attempted murder’’, said the 
father. 

“*T have got four small children and they were 
sleeping immediately above where the petrol 
bomb was placed. 


Community Centre in fire attacks 


In Fulham, South London, the Dawes Road 
Community Centre has been subjected to two 
fire attacks in two weeks. 

On Monday 19 April, burning material was 
pushed through a hole which had been kicked in 
the front door. Serious damage was caused to the 
door, the hall, and a room in the centre. Two 
weeks earlier, petrol was squirted through the let- 
ter box and set alight. 

Community Relations Officer for Education 
and Youth, Mr Barzey, said the centre had been 
under constant attack from racists for the last 
four years. 

‘‘Nearly every window in the centre has been 
smashed, and people are always breaking in and 
damaging our equipment’’. 

‘‘Now they have started setting fire to it and 
breaking every window in the building’. 

The centre has a walk in literacy and numeracy 
class, social weekend club for adult West In- 
dians, youth club, Arabic classes, and a religious 
group who meet there. (Fulham Chronicle 
23.4.82). 
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BUSTER TWISTS 


WE were amused to note the following story, 
which appeared in the New Standard on 8 April 
inst: 

‘‘Buster Mottram is bent on becoming an MP. 
So much so that he confided he would ‘give his 
left hand’ to get into politics — a rather graphic 
phrase from a right-handed tennis star’’. 

As is well known, the bad-tempered British 
tennis star would hardly wish to sacrifice his 
right hand, as the Standard admits: 

‘‘Mottram’s first step on the yellow brick road 
to Westminster is to rejoin the Monday Club, an 
organisation which accurately reflects the Mot- 
tram political view’’. 

What the Standard does not admit (or pro- 
bably doesn’t know) is that up until relatively 
recently Mottram’s political view was even more 
accurately represented by another organisation, 
to wit the National Front. And, indeed, in 
September 1975, Mottram admitted his 
Parliamentary ambitions in Spearhead (then the 
NF journal): 

‘*After my tennis career is over, I should like 
to go into politics full-time. Eventually I would 
like to be adopted as a National Front 
Parliamentary candidate’. 

Elsewhere in the same interview, Mottram ex- 
pressed the view that British blacks ‘‘have no 
right to be here’ (‘‘Is this Britain or the 
Congo?’’) and the piece was headed with another 
Mottram quote: ‘‘The National Front is the par- 
ty of commonsense’’. 

At the end of the Standard piece, the expecta- 
tion was expressed that Mottram ‘‘will soon be 
hammering on the doors’’ of Conservative Cen- 
tral Office. Will they open? 


FAIRY GOLD 


MOST of the press coverage of the foundation of 
John Tyndall’s new British National Party con- 
centrated on the Kameraden’s unsurprising call 
for the mass-hanging of the British Government 
for being taken in by the impeccably fascist (but 
sadly foreign) Argentinians. They did not note 
that, in the new party, John Tyndall has finally 
got what he’s wanted all these years: his Very 
Own Party which he can run Just As He Likes. 

As Paul Chynoweth (sic) explains in the latest 
(April) issue of Tyndall’s organ Spearhead: 

“In February John Tyndall said that the 
future of the Nationalist Movement should be 
based on the creation of a mass movement out of 
which could be selected an elite who would pro- 
vide the backbone of the movement and he defin- 
ed this e/ite as being comprised of individuals 
possessing qualities of character, intellect, and 
commitment to the Racial Nationalist ideology. 
He submitted that only this e/ite should be given 
control of the reins of power and that the move- 
ment should therefore be organised on non- 
democratic lines’’. 

Sadly, as Chynoweth admits, the Nationalist 
Movement is not in fact overflowing with elite 
material; indeed, if ‘“‘the rump of the old Na- 
tional Front” is anything to go by, the entire 
movement is injected with ‘‘left-wing and 
criminal elements’’ wearing ‘‘bovver boots’’. As 
he mournfully reports: ‘‘Given the fact that the 
Nationalist intake consists of such a small quan- 
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tity of elite material and that the few elites who 
are recruited are soon gone, John Tyndall’s 
allegory of excavating earth and stone in order to 
find gold would by itself seem to be inadequate. 
The gold digger who forever chooses the wrong 
earth and stone in which to dig is hardly likely to 
become a rich man’’. 

The solution, then, is to recruit this e/ite (the 
reason for the permanent italics is not explained) 
from that section of society which ‘‘it is conve- 
nient to describe as the Middle Class’’, rather 
than from the lumpen stock in charge of the old 
NF. “‘It is suggested”’, indeed, ‘‘that the most ef- 
fective means of building a substantial middle 
class following, lies initially in an extensive 
recruitment campaign in the Sixth Forms and 
colleges’’. And the aim of this should be ‘‘to give 
ourselves a voice in the higher levels of society’’. 

May we point out, if we can detract John Tyn- 
dall from his fantasies of taking tea with the 
Queen Mother, that there is another figure who 
is presently trying to recruit right-wing students, 
and indeed has already a head-start? But, then, 
as revealed elsewhere in this issue, David Irving is 
already linking up with the National Front (albeit 
‘at a low level’’) and perhaps the Britische 
Historiker and the British fiihrer could join 
forces. 


* * * 


PAUL GETS IT WRONG 


PAUL Johnson defected from the Labour Party 
to the Thatcherite Right in September 1977, and 
he really should have got the ideology of his new 
bedfellows right by now. But in his drum-rolling 
piece in the Daily Mail (‘‘This Unholy Alliance 
of Two Extremes’’, 15.4.82) he betrays the fact 
that he still hasn’t grasped all the niceties. 

He has got it ideologically right when he 
argues that ‘‘there is a basic harmony of interests 
between the Soviet regime and Fascist-style dic- 
tatorships’’, and no Thatcherite ideologue would 
suppress a cheer when he points out that Fascism 
and Communism ‘‘share important 
characteristics’’ and indeed that ‘‘the dividing 
line in international politics comes not between 
Communism and Fascism, but between 
totalitarianism and the rule of law’’. 

The problem is that the Fascist, totalitarian 
country he is describing is Argentina. And of 
course it has for many moons been the concern 
of both the Thatcherite Right in England (Brian 
Crozier, Robert Moss, etc) and the Reaganite 
Right in America to make a firm distinction bet- 
ween left-wing and national-socialist dictator- 
ships (called ‘‘totalitarian’’) on the one hand and 
right-wing and military dictatorships (called 
‘‘authoritarian’’) on the other. Robert Moss ex- 
plained the distinction in his book The Collapse 
of Democracy: 

‘‘The characteristic of authoritarian rule is 
that it substitutes the authority of a self- 
appointed (or hereditary) elite for the political 
process, without directly interfering in many 
areas of social, intellectual and economic life. . . 
A totalitarian government also substitutes the 
authority of a self-appointed elite for the 
political process. But here, politics intrudes on 
everything: there is no escape, in ideas, 
economics or lifestyle’. 

Or, as Richard Nixon put it in December 1978: 
‘‘There are authoritarian states, but they don’t 
threaten their neighbours. They are our friends. 
Totalitarian Communist states do threaten their 
neighbours, and they are not our friends’. 

Or, put even more simply (for the sake of Mr 
Johnson) left-wing dictatorships (and nazi dic- 
tatorships, but there aren’t any of those left) are 
monstrous tyrannies that should be challenged at 
every turn, but right-wing dictatorships are on 
our side, and should be defended. Ergo, Argen- 
tina is not a nasty fascist totalitarian state, but a 
(relatively) nice authoritarian one. 

Clear? 


Michael Heath 


We’ve been ordered 
back to Notting Hill!” 


“ Sir! 


Cartoon taken from the New Standard, 
22.4.82. 


“WE DON’T WANT TO FIGHT .. .” 


‘When will Benn and his cronies realise that we 
want a damn good naval battle. My wife and I 
haven’t enjoyed the mews so much since 
96525." 

Letter in the Standard, 26.4.82 


“BUT BY JINGO IF WE DO...” 


‘*A Chilterns landlord is conducting a one-man 
protest against the Argentinian invasion of the 
Falklands Islands . . . This weekend he will be 
placing a notice in the window saying ‘Falkland 
Islands Bitter. No Argentinians served’. But 
there is a problem. Neighbouring publican Tony 
Willcocks has jokingly threatened to report Mr 
Corkish to the Race Relations Board . . .”’ 
High Wycombe Observer, 16.4.82 


WE'VE GOT THE SHIPS, WE’VE GOT 
THE MEN...” 


‘We are here to prepare to fight — to do to the 
Argies what we have done for so many centuries 
to the Frogs, Wogs, Jerries, Eyeties, Nips and 

Micks .. .”’ 
Interviews on board the Canberra, Standard, 
19.4.82 


“_.. AND MAGGIE THATCHER 
TOO!” 


‘“‘This country has brought more colonies to in- 
dependence than any other country’’. 
Mrs Thatcher, Panorama, 26.4.82 


* * * 


LEAGUE BOSS ON BROWN AID 


UNTIL recently, League of St George fihrer 
Keith Thompson was out of work and in 
desperate financial straits. Even his telephone 
was cut off, and admiring female nazis were 
reduced to sending him the odd tenner. 

But help was at hand in the shape of 
Southampton nazi Ted Davey. Concerned that 
Thompson might waste away, Davey kept sen- 
ding him bundles of luncheon vouchers. Thomp- 
son is rumoured not to have been amused, but at 
least it’s nice to know that the Brown Aid net- 
work hasn’t collapsed entirely. 


IDIOTOLOGY told that ‘‘Britain faces a Race War’’: 


A LA MODE 


‘““WOULD it be possible for the NF to 
bring out a leaflet explaining how 
similar Capitalism and Communism 
are?’’, writes a correspondent to the 
March/April issue of New Order, the 
magazine of the Leeds National Front. 
The letter-writer is aware that the NF 
has been producing just this type of 
leaflet for the past fifteen years, but 
the trouble is that all previous booklets 
have been much too complicated and 
‘‘so boring”’ that they’re well beyond 
the comprehension of ‘‘the goyim’’. 

The writer goes on to complain that ‘‘at 
the moment all the goys know about the NF 
is that we want rid of the blacks’’ and as a 
result ‘‘they need something as simple as 
possible’’. So, come on comrades, ‘‘let’s 
have something radical and dynamic, yet 
simple to understand’’. 

But, before we plunge into the murky 
depths of the radical and the dynamic, let’s 
pause to consider this request for a mo- 
ment. In the first place, the anti-semitism of 
the NF seems to have become a matter-of- 
fact, everyday sort of matter, as the letter- 
writer refers to ‘goys’ and ‘goyim’ without 
even giving a second thought that these 
Hebrew terms might need a moment’s ex- 
planation. There again, this seems to be 
very much @ la mode amongst Leeds NF 
types, as another letter-writer complains 
about all the conservative ‘‘goyim’’ he’s 
seen recently on television and a third cor- 
respondent, who signs herself as ‘Unity 
Dodsworth’, claims that ‘‘goyim are 
patriotic to whatever the mass media tells 
them to be’’. 

Ms Dodsworth, like the other cor- 
respondents, complains that ‘‘the goyim 
take everything at face value’’, and so 
shows a similar contempt for the potential 
recruits which need to be attracted by the 
simple booklets. And this relates to the se- 
cond point to note about the request for 
racial simplicity. At grass roots level an im- 
patience can be detected with the pompous 
phrases of the NF’s official ideologists, and 
increasingly the local papers, like New 
Order itself, are churning out propaganda 
whose simplicity of expression is calculated 
to satisfy the violent hatreds of the reader- 
ship. 

Bulldog, which nevertheless is centrally 
produced by the NF and not a local produc- 
tion, has set the tone for some while now. 
Although its editor, Joe Pearce, is currently 
a guest of Her Majesty’s, Bulldog’s bigoted 
unpleasantness continues unabated. The 
April/May issue has the unsubtle headline: 
‘Join the White Army’ and the ‘White Ar- 
my’ is illustrated by a photo of some equal- 
ly unsubtle skinheads. Similarly there are 
photos of what Bulldog calls ‘The Paki Ar- 
my’ and ‘The Black Army’, and readers are 


“The White Army is fighting for our 
country. Play your part in that struggle. 
JOIN THE FIGHT FOR WHITE 
POWER — TAKE YOUR PLACE IN 
THE RANKS OF THE WHITE AR- 
My!” 


Nothing too complicated about that. 
Nor is there anything too complicated 


Two of the most violent examples of this 
month's crop of fascist papers. 


about Bulldog’s choice of music, as it 
recommends a new crop of ‘‘Racist battle 
songs’’ to the White Army. One ditty, en- 
titled ‘“The Boot Goes In’’, is particularly 
commended: ‘‘Definitely a tape to play 
when smashing up Red meetings, but what 
a pity there isn’t a Rock version of 
Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries’’; but, on 
second thoughts, that might just be a mite 
too complicated. 

South London Patriot, which calls itself 
the ‘‘Number One Paper of South London 
National Front’’, carries Bulldog’s message 
to the suburbs, complaining on the front 
page about ‘‘thousands of horrific attacks 
on Whites’’ and expressing resentment of 
the fact that trouble might ensue ‘“‘if a 
White calls a Black a ‘coon’ ’’. 

Inside there’s a short piece explaining 
why one youngster has decided to join the 
NF. The violent theme is uppermost: ‘‘I 
want my children to grow up in a society 
without riots, looting, mugging, rape and 
deprivation’’. Somehow, the success of the 
NF would put an end to all such things. In- 
terestingly, the young supporter expresses 
sympathy with those ‘‘decent White people 
who have to live with harassment from the 
Zionists, ignorant Black muggers and 
Asians’’, illustrating yet again how the anti- 
semitic themes are being openly and ef- 
fortlessly slotted into the violent racism. 


The same noxious mixture can be seen in 
another local NF production, Sussex Front, 
whose May issue contains advertisements 
for both Bulldog and New Order. Down on 
the South coast, there’s a supporter who re- 
joices in the fact that recently some ‘‘Skins 
who got nicked all were carrying their 
membership cards’’. An uncomplicated 
conclusion is drawn: these Skins ‘‘not only 
take on the niggers on the streets they join 
the political wing as well’’. 

Having joined the ‘political wing’ and 
having bought Sussex Front, they can learn 
how to call Jews ‘‘sewer scrapings’? and 
read letters like that published from a 
reader who signs himself coyly ‘North Scot- 
tish Admirer’. Whatever else is admired it 
certainly isn’t the Bolshevik revolu- 
tionaries, who according to the chap from 
North Scotland, ‘‘were Jews of foreign 
birth or extraction who real creed came 
from the Protocols of Zion’’. 

The Brighton NF is obviously trying to 
do its bit to produce non-complicated 
leaflets and Sussex Front announces the 
publication of a ‘‘successful new leaflet’’. It 
contains a ‘‘10 Point Action Programme’’ 
and sports the title ‘“Tomorrow Belongs to 
Us!”’ Sussex Front might consider the coin- 
cidence a bit too complicated to point out, 
but that same title was a well-used nazi 
slogan. 

However, the coincidence is hardly likely 
to escape the notice of the NF comrades up 
in East Herts who produce their own 
magazine as well. The first four issues of 
Nationalism First have reach us together 
and an unwholesome little package they 
make too. The first issue makes it plain that 
Nationalism First does not intend to ‘‘play 
the establishment game of respectability’’, 
but claims that the important thing is to 
have a “‘radical racial’’ ideology (variously 
spent ‘idology’ and ‘idiology’ in the course 
of the same paragraph). 

The first issue, having freed itself from 
respectable syntax and spelling, enables 
later issues to declare ‘‘We want jobs, not 
more wogs’’ and to produce scrawly draw- 
ings of hook-nosed Jews: one appears to be 
a spider enveloping just about everyting in 
its web, and the latest issue has an equally 
grotesquely caricatured Jew, declaring ‘‘I 
tell you I was gassed 6 million times’’. 

The text manages, in the space of two 
short pages, to call the Jewish Board of 
Deputies the ‘‘Jewish Parliament’? and to 
claim that its president ‘‘should be turned 
upside down and you could use his nose as a 
vacuum cleaner’’. But enough is enough, 
even for East Herts National Front whose 
writer then says ‘‘I think we have vented 
enough hate on Mr Janner for the time be- 
ing’’. 

All that means is that the writer returns 
to hating blacks, in order to come up with 
the following epigram: ‘‘You can take a 
black man out of the jungle; but you cannot 
take the jungle out of a black man’’. 

And that’s as near to literacy as Na- 
tionalism First gets, but then, of course, it 
doesn’t want anything too complicated. 


13 


nleEWllEWs 


Beyond the Pale. The Christian 
Political Fringe. Derrick Knight £3.50. 
Published by CARAF. Distributed by 
Third World Publications. 


THIS book was originally published a year 
ago, but was hurriedly withdrawn, after the 
previous publisher had been threatened 
with an unprecendented six libel suits. All 
credit to CARAF (Christians Against 
Racism and Fascism) for deciding to re- 
publish this important book, and at a 
reasonable price. 

It is a detailed and fascinating account of 
links between fascist groups in Britain, sup- 
posedly ‘‘non-political’’ pressure groups, 
South African Intelligence, and right-wing 
clergy. 

In the 1970s, these groups formed an in- 
formal ‘‘unholy alliance’’, to defend South 
Africa and to condemn the anti-racist pro- 
gramme of the World Council of Churches. 

In the early 1970s, the South African 
government had created a secret propagan- 
da section of the Department of Informa- 
tion, headed by Eschel Rhoodie. Among 
the activities of this unit, some of which 
were exposed in the ‘‘Muldergate’’ scandal, 
have been the channelling of funds to the 
Christian League of Southern Africa, a 
supposedly ‘‘independent’’ group active in 
Britain, attempts to buy newspapers for 
propaganda purposes, the spending of 
£600,000 a year on propaganda in West 
Germany alone, and sponsoring pro-South 
Africa adverts in British newspapers, by the 
so-called ‘‘Club of Ten’’. 

In Britain, the Christian League of 
Southern Africa and the Christian Affirma- 
tion Campaign have both been active in op- 
posing ‘‘radical’’ tendencies in the Church, 
and in repeating pro-South Africa pro- 
paganda themes. The CAC, headed by Ber- 
nard Smith, has close connections with the 
British League of Rights, headed by Donald 
Martin. The British League of Rights is the 
British branch of the World Anti- 
Communist League, a fascist international 
organisation that has several military dic- 
tatorships among its members. There are 
close links between the Christian League 
and the Christian Affirmation Campaign. 

That National Front has also picked up 
pro-South African propaganda themes 
from groups such as these. For example, in 
1979, the NF produced a leaflet headed 
‘““Church Leaders — who’ve forgotten their 
duties’’, which used the same photo as a 
Christian League leaflet. Bernard Smith of 
CAC wrote an article for the NF’s magazine 
Spearhead, in May 1977. 

Since the Muldergate exposure, the South 
African government has made it very dif- 
ficult to check on further propaganda ac- 
tivities. The name of the Department of In- 
formation was changed to the Bureau of In- 
ternational Communication, and then to 
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the Information Service of South Africa. 
Some of the Muldergate operations were 
never successfully exposed. It is very likely 
that others have been added since. This 
book shows that these operations still need 
to be exposed, and gives hints on how this 
can be done. 
Alan Jones 


* * * 


The National Front in English Politics: 
Stan Taylor. Published by Macmillan 
£20. 

STAN Taylor, a political scientist at the 
University of Warwick, has produced a 
highly readable account of the rise and fall 
of the National Front in the 1970s. In little 
over 200 pages he also, impressively, finds 
time to sketch in the Front’s early years and 
the travails of the groupings that preceded 
it, chart its ideology and trace the develop- 
ment of the opposition to fascism that dealt 
such blows to the Front in the second half 
of the last decade. While hideously priced 
at £20, Taylor’s book bids fair to become 
the standard source on the Front, and its 
strengths include both its relative up- 
dateness — taking it up to 1980 — and his 
recognition, unlike Martin Walker and 
Nigel Fielding — writers of earlier books on 
the NF — that the Front is not only racist 
and populist but national socialist. 

His most important contribution, a sus- 
tained discussion of the electoral fortunes 
of the Front, concludes that the electoral 
advance of the NF in the 70s, best 
demonstrated in the difference between the 
results in London in the two 1974 General 
Elections and an increased percentage of 
the poll in the 1977 GLC elections, was an 
optical illusion, resting on the NF vote hav- 
ing held steady as other parties’ vote fell. 
This is an argument which cannot be pro- 
perly discussed within a review and needs to 
be carefully read and considered. 

Taylor’s discussion of British fascism is 
not without faults. That it was written 
largely in the 1970s means he has not given 
due attention to the British Movement, 
which has since become a serious threat to 
the Front’s position as the leading force on 
the extreme right in Britain, and it is also 
disappointing that he is uninterested in the 
Front’s attitude to women and makes no 
reference to the material that has been writ- 
ten on this issue. He is particularly un- 
satisfactory in his treatment of anti-racism. 
While Searchlight readers will be uncon- 
vinced by his conclusion that the Front’s 
decline is a confirmation of the essential 
moderation of the English people, they will 
be infuriated by his proneness to 
‘moderate’ and ‘balanced’ judgements on 
‘alleged injustices’ towards black people 
and the ‘feelings’ of Asians that ‘police 
behaviour was unsatisfactory’. 

Taylor’s book then is certainly not to be 
used as a guide for anti-fascist strategy. But 
as a source on modern British fascism it is 
extremely useful and should be high on the 
reading lists of anti-fascist activists. 

Richard Marlen 


‘Second class claimants’ — race and 
social security by Vijay Sharma, 
Leicester Child Poverty Action Group, 
40 Sandown Road, Leicester LE2, 
£1.00. 

THE connection between immigration law 
and social security and the role of the 
Welfare State in policing the immigration 
laws has been given insufficient attention. 
Ms Sharma’s pamphlet fills that gap and 
highlights an area of increasing importance. 
She shows how access to state benefits 
depends to a large extent on immigration 
status, in that such access might be regard- 
ed as having ‘recourse to public funds’ and 
therefore denied to many people settled in 
this country. She also shows how this provi- 
sion affects the black community as a 
whole, in making all black people suspect in 
the eyes of social security officials, and 
therefore leads to second-class treatment 
for black claimants. In addition, she 
described the extent to which social security 
officials liaise with the Home Office and act 
as an arm of the Home Office in enforcing 
the immigration laws. A valuable account 
and excellent value for money. 
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Dear Comrades, 

In his letter in your April issue Ged Peck remarks 
that the ANL was ‘‘the greatest mass movement 
to emerge since the Vietnam Solidarity Cam- 
paign’’. This may have been true in 1978, but is 
not so now, given the extraordinary rise during 
the past two years of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament. Anyone interested in building a 
national organisation to fight fascism and racism 
can learn a great deal from CND. 

A ‘broad-based movement’, whether for peace 
or racial harmony, must be precisely that: an 
alliance of the widest possible range of people, 
with different ideologies and social backgrounds. 
It cannot be ‘broad-based’ and at the same time a 
workers’ campaign or a revolutionary socialist 
movement. Given present conditions, what is 
desperately needed is a democratic alliance 
against the anti-democratic forces of fascism. 

Possibly the ANL’s greatest weakness was its 
negative approach, reacting to and opposing 
fascism and racism, rather than actively working 
for something, stressing the benefits of a multi- 
racial society. The defeat of fascism cannot be 
brought about simply by organising counter- 
marches. A _ sustained programme of re- 
education is essential. Discussion of the root 
causes of fascism will inevitably mean relating it 
to the economic system, as Ged Peck infers. But 
a broad-based anti-fascist movement cannot 
make total opposition to the capitalist system a 
prerequisite for membership. 

It is also vital that any new organisation be 
free of the ‘white hegemony’ which dogged the 
ANL. Women have learned, during the past fif- 
teen years or so, the importance of taking a lead 
themselves in the fight against sexism and 
patriarchy. The removal of all social hierarchies, 
whether based on sexual or racial oppression, 
would benefit people of all sexes, classes and 
races in our society: that is a perspective which 
socialists usefully bring to such struggles. But, in 
the context of the anti-fascist movement, it is 
essential that the oppressed racial minorities 
themselves play a leading role in the struggle. A 
useful maxim might be: white, heterosexual male 
socialists do not always know all the answers. 
Yours fraternally, 

Paul Nicholls 


—_— 


INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 
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FALKLANDS 


Fascists rally to 
Argentine 


ARGENTINE’S seizure of the 
Falkland Islands has _ received 
widespread support from nazi and 
right-wing groups. 

In Spain, Fuerza Nueva and the 
Falangists have used the invasion to call for 
a Spanish occupation of Gibraltar. 

The Falangists in Madrid claim that up to 
100,000 supporters attended a rally in sup- 
port of the Argentine takeover. Other 
estimates of the turnout were considerably 
lower. Uniformed demonstrators carried 
placards saying ‘Long Live Argentina’ and 
‘A Spanish Gibraltar Now’. 

In Guatamala, the extreme right Move- 
ment for National Liberation has offered to 
send volunteers to fight alongside the 
junta’s troops to keep possession of the 
Falklands. 


Nazi hit-list 
exposed 


A NEO-NAZI hit list including the 
names of people who have already 
been the target of terrorist attacks, has 
been exposed by the anti-fascist news 
service PDI. 

The list is thought to have originated in 
Austria, and contains the names both of in- 
dividuals and institutions, particularly 
Jewish targets. Akiba Eisenberg, the Chief 
Rabbi of Vienna, who was the target of a 
bomb attack in February, is on the list. 

The four-page list contains about 100 
Austrian, and 20 West German addresses, 
including the Israeli Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Association of Jews Persecuted 
by the Nazi Regime, Simon Wiesenthal, 
and a number of Jewish entertainers and ar- 
tists. 

Accompanying the list was a copy of 
Osterreichische Beobachter, a newspaper 
which describes itself as ‘‘Newspaper of the 
NSDAP (Hitler Movement) in Austria... 
published underground’’. 

In Stuttgart, the neo-nazi ‘‘Albert 


Schlageter Action Group’’ is being in- 
vestigated by the public prosecutor after 
sending extortion letters to a number of 
firms and individuals. The letters demanded 
payments of between 50,000 and 150,000 
marks, and threatened arson attacks if the 
demands were not met. The letters also 
demanded the sacking of foreign guest 
workers by the firms, and contained the 
slogan ‘‘Germany for the Germans’’. 


ITALY 


NAR gunman shot 
by police 


ANOTHER of Alessandro’ 
Alibrandi’s NAR terror group has been 
killed by police in Rome. 

Giorgio Vale, twenty-one years old, was 
shot dead when police raided an apartment 
where he was hiding. He was described as 
one of Italy’s most wanted right-wing ter- 
rorists. 

Vale and others were involved in a gun 
battle with police in Rome last December, 
during which Alibrandi was shot dead. It is 
thought that they were reassembling one of 
the terror groups which had ceased activity 
when a number of its members fled abroad 
during the police hunt which followed the 
Bologna station bombing in 1980. Alibran- 
di had been hiding in London with 
members of the League of St George, and 
had only recently returned to Rome. 


SOVIET UNION 


Nazi Rally broken 
up 


AN ATTEMPT by a group of nazi 
youths to hold a rally in Moscow on 
Hitler’s birthday was broken up by 
police and groups of youngsters. 

According to a report in the New York 
Times, estimates of the size of the rally 
range from a dozen to about a hundred. 
Members of the group wore black shirts, 
and some wore swastikas on their caps. 

Rumours about the event had apparently 
been circulating amongst other youths in 
Moscow for some days, and on the night, 
groups of young sports fans crowded 
Pushkin Square to await the fascists. 
Fighting broke out and the fascists were 
dispersed. Police moved in and made ar- 
rests on both sides. 

Small groups of fascist sympathisers are 
known to have existed for some time in the 
Soviet Union, and have been concentrated 
in a few cities on the Baltic coast. This is the 
first confirmed report however, that they 
have attempted anything in the way of a 
public demonstration. There had been 
rumours previously of demonstrations in 
Kurgan and Sverdlovsk. 


original and 

_ through exami 
people, both b 
what racism 


15 


4ti- well the truth concerning the causes of | 


“The ultimate goal of the Jew is the dena- 
tionalisation, the promiscuous bastardisa- 
tion of other peoples, the lowering of the 
racial level of the highest peoples as well as 
the domination of this racial mish-mash 
through the extirpation of the folkish in- 
telligentsia and its replacement by the 
members of his own people”. 


Adolf Hitler, Hitlers Sweites Buch, 1928 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ CHURCHES CONDEMN 
RACISM 


Islington Churches Committee issued a state- 
ment during the week of the local elections call- 
ing on all christians to take a firm stand on racial 
prejudice and to work for the breakdown of bar- 
riers in the community. The statement, which 
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THE CONSPIRACY 
AND RACE 


tion and tee di 
-_ Conspiracy Theory: 


“It may be that the masters a the ca 
paign for world government know ve 


racial differences. If so, it would certai 
explain why internationalist elements 


all types are at the forefront of all” 

_ tempts to encourage people of differen 
races to inter-breed and produce half-caste 0 
_fspring. The reason for this is obvious. | 

separate races can be eradicated by th 

pee if _— — the WA 


; spied, knaliectie hase dipaupeneed: Regre 
_ with any sense of national identity — and — 
a world government system will be much . 


condemns physically violent attacks by racially 
motivated groups like the NF and BM, was being 
circulated to churches to display on noticeboards 
or include in magazines. 

Chairman of the committee, Reverend Pat 
Dearnley, said that he was expecting criticism of 
the statement, but that he hoped nobody would 
disagree. He said, “A christian cannot associate 
himself with racist policies’’. 

The report of a special working party to be 
considered by the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, claims that racism is in- 
creasing in Scotland and that it is a major threat 
to society. 

The report also claims that the National Front 


“The forces of international finance have 


poured millions of dollars into promoting 


multi-racialism — ie race mixing — in the 


| hope that if peopie of different races are 


forced to live among one another and then 


inter-breed, the various distinct races of 


mankind will disappear, and with them any 
sense of nationhood”. 


Martin Webster, Spearhead, February 


are attempting to stir up racial hatred in secon- 
dary schools in Edinburgh and Glasgow, as well 
as increasing racist tension on housing estates 
and in workplaces. The increase in racism, ex- 
acerbated by the present economic recession, 
demands that equally active measures are taken 
to resist it. 

The working party also blamed politicians for 
making racist views acceptable, mentioning 
Enoch Powell as an example. But they also 
recognised that well-meaning people kept the 
ground fertile for the growth of racist organisa- 
tions by giving tacit support to many of the ‘half- 
truths’ about blacks, whether in Scotland, Bri- 
tain or abroad. 
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‘*DECLARE WAR’”’ 


The Mangrove Community Centre in 
Notting Hill has been the subject of 
many police raids — dating back to 
1969. 

In the last few weeks two such raids 
have been carried out. The first occur- 
red on 8 April, when a young man tried 
the door of a flat in a ‘multi-occupied’ 
house in Westbourne Park, thinking it 
was his friend’s. The woman inside 
panicked and called the police. Realis- 
ing her mistake she rang them back to 
ask them not to come. But the police 
arrived and arrested both the young 
man and the woman. Outside an angry 
crowd had gathered, who began to 
throw stones at the police. Police sup- 
port units were called in, and it was on- 
ly through Frank Critchlow, owner of 
the Mangrove, that the situation was 
defused. 

Again on 20 April at 9pm _ police 
moved into the Olympian pub opposite 
the Mangrove and began to question 
the owner about his license, whilst 
searching customers. A young black 
man and woman ran out of the pub, to 
be followed and arrested. Once again a 
crowd gathered and set the two free. 

Within minutes the police had 
radioed for assistance, which came in 
the form of the Instant Response Unit 
(IRU) and the SPG — both of which 
had previously been stationed near the 
pub in readiness. (The IRU was formed 
for ‘fire-brigade’ policing after the 
Brixton riots. It consisted of 500 police 
— 20 per division — who are constant- 
ly on call and have no other police 


duties. Equipped with riot shields, 


helmets and black fireproof overalls, 
they have no identification markings 
other than a police sign on the arm. 
This new unit represents the British 
equivalent of the CRS in France.) 

For no apparent reason the police 
then moved into the Mangrove and 
Tuck Inn and during the ensuing fight 
which lasted about three hours, 60 peo- 
ple were hurt. 

In all only 24 arrests were made, but 
the viciousness with which they were 
carried out provoked a hostile reaction 
from many quarters. As Mr Ben Bous- 
quet, a local borough councillor said, 
the event was one of ‘organised police 
vandalism’, adding, ‘If this kind of 
thing happens again I personally will 
have no option but to say that if 


violence is used by the police then the 
people themselves should reply with 
violence. The police were acting like 
animals, and I am glad that a lot of 
white people were here to see it and 
were ashamed.’ After the raid Frank 
Critchlow said, ‘My clear experience 
from last night is that the police have 
declared war on black people.’ 

The police’s subsequent treatment of 
those arrested, was no better — despite 
the presence of seven solicitors, Paul 
Boateng and local Tory MP Sir Bran- 
don Rhys Williams at the police sta- 
tion, there were still complaints that 
the police were abusing and assaulting 
people. A condition of bail set by the 
police is that the defendants are bann- 
ed from the Ali Saints Road area of 
Nottingham Hill — a stipulation which 
is in fact outside of the bail laws. 

On Sunday 25 April a_ packed 
meeting of local black individuals and 
groups with their white supporters met 
to establish a defence committee for 
those arrested and plan a day of action 
to protest over police tactics in the 
area. 


Croydon — 
after the trial 


IN June 1981 Amal Dharry was stabbed to 
death in the streets of Coventry by a white 
youth carrying out a bet to prove himself to 
his mates. He received a sentence of seven 
years for this callous and unprovoked at- 
tack. No-one eise was charged. Also in June 
1981 a white youth, Terry May, was stabbed 
to death on the streets of Croydon following 
an incident when black youths — fed up 
with weeks of skinhead attacks and harass- 
ment — went down to the skins’ pub to tell 
them to lay off. 

Ronald Pilgrim was one of the fifteen 
charged with murder, riot and affray. He 
was convicted of the manslaughter of Terry 
May and sentenced to eight years imprison- 
ment. And this despite the fact that the 
murder weapon, a knife, was never found 
and the admission of the judge that the 
murderer had probably not even appeared in 
court. 

The local community in Croydon is up in 
arms about the way the fifteen black youths 
were brought to trial, the way police obtain- 
ed their information and the verdicts hand- 
ed out in court. At a meeting of over one 
hundred local black people held on May 1 
the families of the defendants, local rasta 
and political groups and supporters from all 
over London agreed with the Croydon Black 
Peoples Action Committee in its analysis of 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’‘s anti- 


racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
. monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


NOTTING HILL: POLICE 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 


reproduce racist reportage and 
remarks by public figures. We need 
your contributions and hope you will 
help CARF get this section going. The 
racism could be crude, subtle or 
unintentional, but we hope through 
this section to make writers and 
readers more aware of how racial mat- 
ters are dealt with. Send to CARF c/o 
Searchlight. 


@ Spectator, 3.4.82: From an article by Roy 
Kerridge called ‘The road to Muggers’ 
Alley’. 


“| It is ironic that the cure for mugging is 
seen as more and more black youth centres, 
as these-centres themselves become focal 
points for muggers. . . Severe punishments 
of a more orthodox kind may prove to be the 
answer, but the police are stymied by the fact 
that black youths seem so alike to outsiders 


®@ Glasgow Herald, 30.3.82: From an article 
entitled ‘Why Asian women need 
refuge’. 
“Scotland is shortly to open its first refuge 
* for Asian women. EVELINE HUNTER reports 
on the special circumstances of a culture that 
creates the necessity for a battered wives’ 
hostel”. 


®@ Daily Mail, 16.4.82: Brian James repor- 
ting on the background to the Terry May 
case. 


“.. The police knew too that even if they 
found witnesses they'd be accused of harass- 
ing them into admissions. In crimes involving 
colour, the police ARE always thus accused 


events in Croydon last year. For them the 
situation was of black youths being forced 
to defend their community from racist at- 
tack and fifteen youths were wrongly 
charged. They are to launch a national cam- 
paign for the release of the ten convicted on 
charges ranging from riot and affray to 
manslaughter. 

The meeting also took up the issue of con- 
fessions made in the police station and 
want to launch a campaign to bring police 
tactics over forcing confessions to the 
public notice. According to a member of the 
Action Committee three of the defendants 
(later convicted) were all forced into confes- 
sions of being present at the ‘riot’ of having 
assaulted Terry May (in Pilgrim’s case) by 
the police who were threatening them with 
a murder charge. And it was on these con- 
fessions that they were found guilty. 

Croydon Black Peoples Action Commit- 
tee, 43 Wellesley Road, West Croydon. 
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Immigrant workers in France celebrating the UN International Day for the Abolition of 


Racial Discrimination on 21 March this year (in memory of the Sharpeville massacre). The 
day was marked by the edition of an anti-racist postage stamp and countrywide actions by 


anti-racist groups. 


FRENCH IMMIGRANT WORKERS 
DISAPPOINTED AFTER EARLY 
PROMISES 


THE ELECTION of a Socialist 
government in France in May 
1981 was greeted enthusiastical- 
ly by immigrants after their ex- 
periences under Giscard (see 
Searchlight December 1980). As a 
result of measures announced 
in June and July, which seemed 
to offer some hope of an im- 
provement in their situation, 
legislation was passed in Oc- 
tober, aimed at increasing im- 
migrants’ rights. Under the new 
legislation, foreigners wishing 
to marry French nationals need 
no longer ask the permission of 
the Minister of the Interior, and 
the law of 1939 forbidding 
foreigners to set up associations 
(originally to prevent ‘infiltra- 
tion’ by foreign agents) was 
repealed. It was also proposed 
that immigrants should be given 
a vote in municipal elections, 
but this will not be implemented 
for the 1983 elections. 


In October 1981, summary deportations, 
carried out under the Bonnet law of 1980, 
were halted. Now deportations cannot be 
enforced on people under the age of 10, on 
those who have lived in France since that 
age, or on those who have been resident for 
more than 15 years. Moreover, anybody 
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married to a French citizen for more than 
six months, or a parent of a French citizen, 
is protected by the law — a sharp contrast 
to the legal situation in Britain today. 

The new policy affects an estimated 
200,000-400,000 ‘clandestine’ immigrants 
(known as the ‘sanspapiers’). In November 
and December 1981, on producing evidence 
of having lived and worked in France since 
January 1981, they were able to regularise 
their status and subsequently were granted 
the same rights as legally recruited workers, 
as far as conditions, wages and seniority are 
concerned. At the same time, employers 
face new and stiffer penalties if they use the 
labour of illegal workers. 

However, this amnesty has met with 
enormous problems. First, many people 
hopeful of ‘regularisation’ came over the 
Swiss and Italian borders illegally, and, as 
Liberation reported, the profiteers moved 
in. A brisk trade in false papers took place 
on the streets of Paris, where residence per- 
mits were fetching between 600-4,000f 
apiece. 


Militant Action 


Secondly, the government failed to take ac- 
count of the difficulty ‘clandestines’ would 
have, particularly in meeting the 
residence/work test. Many immigrants who 
asked their employers for contracts were 
promptly sacked. In October they turned to 
militant action. For example, in Paris, 
distributors of advertising brochures, who 
were working an eight hour day for 80f, 
managed to obtain contracts through a 
series of strikes and occupations. Soon 


RACISM 


thousands had formed their own organisa- 
tions and a series of demonstrations were 
launched. However, the only group to gain 
concessions were the seasonal workers, 
who, if they could prove employment in 
France for 21 months in the last five years, 
could apply for citizenship. 

The December deadline passed but ad- 
ministrative chaos remained. By February 
1982 several groups of immigrants were on 
hunger-strike (as they had been a year 
before against deportations). This time the 
demand was for ‘Papers now’ and for these 
papers to be ‘worth something’, as many 
had found that the provisional permits, 
valid for three months only, were not ac- 
cepted by the employers. 

Opposition to the strikes and protests 
and the modest demands voiced by the im- 
migrants has been severe — often racist. 
The media were quick to use the distur- 
bance among the ‘new generation’ of North 
African youth in Lyon to stir up racist 
resentment — and this whilst the new 
legislation was still being debated in Parlia- 
ment. In Avignon on 9 February 1982 a 
group called the ‘OAS Returns’ claimed 
responsibility for a petrol-bomb attack on 
hunger-strikers in a church. While in 
Nimes, where another hunger-strike was 
taking place in the Cathedral nave, about 
100 ‘loyal Catholics’ demonstrated chan- 
ting racist slogans — all too reminiscent of 
the period of the Algerian war. 


Election Promise 


The immigrants again faced disillusionment 
with the Socialist government when they 
failed to revise, as they had promised, the 
detested Securité et Liberté law, passed in 
the dying months of the old administration. 
This law especially affected immigrants as it 
legalised identity checks in the streets. The 
Belorgney Commission, set up to amend 
the law, upheld these checks which are 
governed by the principle of ‘preventing a 
possible public disorder’. This retreat from 
an electoral promise will give little comfort 
to the flagging hopes of the immigrants in 
France. 

It is already clear that the government 
does not intend to allow more immigration 
— entry of immigrant workers will be the 
subject of inter-governmental agreements 
linked with development-aid programmes. 
With official unemployment figures at 
1,523,861, there are attempts to link im- 
migration and unemployment. Indeed, the 
Socialists, who promised so much, are in 
danger of falling back on the same old 
racist arguments. 


Postscript: 

Following the regularisation of clandestine 
workers, the Secretary of State for im- 
migrants was reported as saying that 40,000 
‘foreigners’ faced expulsion for failing to 
qualify for legal status. (Guardian 30.4.82). 


For more information contact: MRAP, 89 rue 
Oberkampf, 75011 Paris. tel. no. 806 8800. 


THE last two years have seen a 
dramatic upsurge of racism in 
the German Federal Republic. 
The main targets of the 
Auslanderfeindlichkeit (hostility 
towards foreigners) are the im- 
migrant workers, who were 
recruited to work in German 
factories in the 1960s and early 
1970s. Entry of workers was 
stopped in 1973, but immigra- 
tion of dependants has con- 
tinued. Today, there are nearly 
five million immigrants in 
W. Germany. Racism is directed 
mainly against Turks (the 
largest group, with about one- 
and-a-half million) and against 
political refugees from coun- 
tries like Pakistan, Eritrea and 
Chile. 

The neo-nazi National-Demokratische 
Partei (NPD) has been campaigning against 
immigrants ever since it was set up in the 
1960s. The NDP declined in the 1970s, but 
is now on the upsurge, as the economic 
crisis (nearly two million unemployed) 
makes many people willing to accept fascist 
slogans. The NPD’s campaign for the 1980 
Federal Election was based almost entirely 
on racism: ‘Auslander-Stop’ groups were 
started throughout the country, with the de- 
mand for mass deportations, in order to 
make jobs available to Germans. The 
leaders, who belong to the generation 
brought up under Hitler, have managed to 
recruit large numbers of young members — 
mainly unemployed school-leavers. The 
NPD co-operates secretly with illegal fascist 
terrorist groups, such as the ‘Wehrspor- 
tgruppe Hoffman’ (Military Sport Group 
Hoffman), which was behind the bombing 
of the Munich Octoberfest in 1980, in 
which 13 people were killed and 312 in- 
jured. Another is Manfred Roeder’s ‘Ger- 
man Action Group’, which was responsible 
for a bombing campaign against migrant 
workers’ and refugees’ hostels, in which 
two people were killed (see Searchlight, 82). 

The mass media have been eager to fuel 
the fires of racism through stories alleging 
abuse of social security by immigrants, and 
claiming that Germany is threatened with 
Uberfremdung (what Mrs Thatcher would 
call ‘swamping’). Immigrant workers have 
become the scapegoats for unemployment, 
inflation, housing shortages and the 
deterioration of the inner cities. Racist graf- 
fiti is to be seen everywhere in the city 
streets: Ttirken raus (Turks out), Ausldnder 
insKZ (foreigners to the concentration 
camp), as well as swastikas and SS insignia. 


GERMANY: Dramatic upsurge in 
‘anti-foreigner’ activity 


widespread and growing 
immigrants in 


There._is 
discrimination against 
employment and housing. 


Heidelberg Manifesto 


Racism in Germany is becoming respec- 
table: right-wing Christians issue warnings 
against the ‘Turkish-Islamic threat’ to 
western-christian civilisation: well-known 
public figures state that current 
developments will lead to the ‘sinking of the 
German people into a _ pot-pourri of 
peoples’. During the 1981 municipal elec- 
tions, Frankfurt’s Mayor, Wallmann, call- 
ed for a ban on further immigrants coming 
to live in the city. Last year a group of 
university professors issued the ‘Heidelberg 
Manifesto’, which claims to provide a scien- 
tific basis for the campaign against im- 
migrants. The Manifesto warns that the 
German people will be swamped by mass 
immigration of dependants, and by the high 
birth-rate of immigrants. It calls for 
measures to ‘renew the generative function 
of the German family’ (i.e. social and 
economic measures to force German 
women to have mre children), It states 
that immigrants cannot and should not be 
integrated into West German society, and 
demands measures for the protection of the 
German ‘Volk’. The Heidelberg Manifesto 
also calls for dismissal of foreign workers to 
provide jobs for Germans, measures to 
deport immigrants, and prohibition of en- 
try of further dependants. All this is to be 
done legally, and the professors take pains 
to reject racist violence. A ‘League for the 
Protection of the German People’ (Schutz- 
bund fiir das deutsche Volk) has been set up 
to fight for these demands. 

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of 
Germany’s new racism is the seeming ac- 
quiesence of the established political par- 
ties. Of course there are strong nationalist 
currents within the CDU-CSU (Christian 
Democratic-Christian Social Union) which 
support anti-immigrant campaigns. The 
ruling SPD-FDP coalition has followed an 
ambivalent line. A report commissioned by 
the government in 1979 (the Kiihn Report) 
called for measures to improve education 
and training for the second generation, and 
to give immigrants a more secure legal 
status. Some half-hearted efforts were 
made to implement these proposals, but 
more recently there has been a swing 
towards discriminatory policies. In 
December 1981, the Federal Government 
took steps to restrict the entry of depen- 
dants: wives or husbands can now only 
come to Germany if the partner has been 
there at least eight years, and the marriage 
has existed for at least a year; the maximum 
age for entry of workers’ children has been 
dropped from 18 to 16. Recent party con- 


ferences have shown a growth of anti- 
immigrant feeling within the SPD. Holger 
Borner (SPD Prime Minister of Hessen) has 
called for a shift from policies of integra- 
tion to measures to stop further entries and 
to induce immigrants to leave. Prominent 
SPD members have actually called for the 
reduction of the maximum age for the entry 
of immigrants’ children from 16 to 6. 


Trade Unions 


Even the trade unions have done little to 
fight racism, although they call for solidari- 
ty between Germans and foreigners, and 
claim to represent the interests of im- 
migrant workers. At the national level, the 
unions support the restrictionist and 
discriminatory policies of the government. 
Locally, unions seem usually to work most 
actively for the interests of German workers 
— not surprising, since most union officials 
are German, and immigrants are under- 
represented at all levels of the union hierar- 
chy. Many German union members and of- 
ficials feel that reducing the number of im- 
migrant workers might help cut unemploy- 
ment. They are therefore willing to sell 
jobs, knowing that it is nearly always the 
immigrants who are fired first. However, it 
is not always that way: just this week (22 
April) an occupation of an auto- 
components works by immigrant and Ger- 
man workers stopped the British multi- 
national Rockwell from dismissing 110 
workers. 

Racism is a serious threat in the German 
Federal Republic today — not only to im- 
migrants, but to the whole working class 
and all minority groups. Just as Hitler used 
anti-semitism to destroy democracy and 
smash the labour movement, the neo-nazis 
hope to use Ausldnderfeindlichkeit to gain 
mass support for a new authoritarian 
regime. The fascists are now stronger than 
at any time since 1945, and the established 
parties have failed to take a lead against 
racism. Instead, they allow themselves to be 
dragged into racist positions and policies 
for fear of losing votes to the extreme right. 

But there is a growing struggle against 
racism. In Frankfurt, for instance, a 
‘Frankfurter Initiative gegen Auslander- 
feindlichkeit’ (FIGA, Frankfurt Initiative 
against Hostility towards Foreigners) was 
set up in January. It is a loose local alliance 
of immigrant workers associations, 
women’s groups, young socialists, trade 
unionists, christians and members of the 
ecology movement and the left. Activities 
include demonstrations, public meetings, 
international cultural performances, leaflet- 
ting, information stands and demonstrative 
removal of racist graffiti. FIGA aims to in- 
fluence the media, unions and political par- 
ties. Similar groups have sprung up in 
several cities over the last year, and a na- 
tional co-ordination group has now been 
established. The anti-racist movement is 
just beginning and has yet to find a clear 
political focus. A national conference is 
planned for June. 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


@ RACISM OVER TASK — FORCE 
CREW CLAIMED 


A spokesman for the General Council of British 
Shipping has denied that two Cardiff-based 
Somali seamen were refused, on racial grounds, 
jobs on a ship heading for the Falklands. More 
men than were needed applied and the vacancies 
were withdrawn. But the CRE has taken up the 
case of the two men who are both members of 
the National Union of Seamen and have said that 
if it is true . . . ‘it seems to be an appalling situa- 
tion where British ships are sailing to uphold in- 
ternational law in the Falklands but are in breach 
of domestic law themselves’. Apparently when a 
National Union of Seamen official contacted the 
GCBS he was told that only white seamen were 
sailing on the ship concerned, the Uganda. But 
P&O, the ship’s owners, have said this is not the 
case. (Western Mail 24.4.82). 


@® HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRE 


South Hammersmith Community Health Coun- 
cil have reported doctors in Fulham, who have 
issued an intimate questionnaire, to the Family 
Practitioners Committee claiming that the ques- 
uionnaire could: ve seen as a way of weeding out 
or selecting patients’. The questionnaire asks pa- 
tients whether they are ‘white, negro, Asian or 
other’ and requests details about mentai illness in 
the family, housing, holidays and pets and asks 
how many abortions or miscarriages they had. 
(Acton Gazette 1.4.82). 


@ LIVINGSTONE CRITICISES GLC 
MAN 


GLC leader Ken Livingstone has described a 
question prepared by Finchley Conservative 
member Mr Neville Beale as ‘disgusting racist 
drivel’. Mr Beale pointed out that Scotland 
Yard’s crime statistics came out on the same day 
as a GLC press release urging the involvement of 
ethnic minorities in the developing of London. 
Mr Beale then asked what plans the council had 
to send to over 18,000 Londoners who were vic- 
tims of robbery and other violent theft last year. 
Mr Livingstone accused Mr Beale of trying to 
create prejudice with his remarks. But Mr Beale 
defended himself by saying that he only wished 
to encourage the leader of the council to say 
something in support of the Metropolitan Police. 
(Edgware & Mill Hill Times 15.4.82). 


@ BRADFORD 12 


Defence barristers for the Bradford 12 applied to 
the judge concerned to discharge 75 jurors in 
Leeds so that a new jury panel could be chosen 
with the possibility of Asians serving on it. The 
judge turned down the application but agreed to 
an unusual merger of two jury panels so that a 
jury could be selected. Earlier, in argument try- 
ing to persuade the judge, two barristers referred 
to the racial implications of the trial and the 
years of racial violence the Asian community in 
Bradford had suffered. (Guardian 28.4.82). 


@ POLICE 


SPG operation attacked 


Camden CCR have criticised a police decision to 
use the Special Patrol Group in the north Lon- 
don borough — for the second time in six mon- 
ths. Members of the SPG are now operating in 
the Hampstead area in an attempt to curb the 
growing number of burglaries. But the CCR are 
sceptical about the long-term effect on crime in 
the area and consider that there are more effec- 
tive ways of policing an area than bringing in 
groups of policemen ‘who appear to be trained in 
aggressive tactics rather than relations with the 
community’. (/slington Chronicle 8.4.82). 

The CCR have also called for plans to set up a 
police liaison committee in Camden to be scrap- 
ped. In its place the CCR would like to see the 
kind of committee proposed by the GLC, based 
on monitoring and eventual control of the police. 
And in a leaflet funded by the CCR the Camden 
Anti-Racist Support Network condemned both 
Camden Council and the police for turning a 
blind eye to racist attacks on black people. The 
leaflet calls for the mobilisation of ‘local support 
groups’ to organise against racial attacks and 
isolate those responsible for them. (Hampstead 
& Highgate Express 16.4.82) 


Police victim’s £51,000 award 


A Jamaican couple were awarded over £51,000 
damages against the Metropolitan Police follow- 
ing a raid on their home six years ago by up to 17 
police officers. In the words of the judge they 
were subjected to ‘a catalogue of violence and in- 
human treatment’. Mr David White aged 60 
received a black eye and his wife Lucille a head 
wound after she was struck over the head by a 
policewoman wielding a truncheon or some other 
object. The couple were then taken to a police 
station barefoot and weariag only nightclothes, 
and were forced to leay-: uber daughters and 
some other younger chi'c.en alone in tlie house. 
After the incident the couple faced 11 charges in- 
cluding assault on the police but were cleared on 
all counts at a Crown Court. (Guardian 24.4.82). 
Following reports of the award made to the 
Whites, Scotland Yard announced it was to ap- 
point two of its most senior officers to in- 
vestigate the case. It was understood that the of- 
ficers concerned in the assault are being kept on 
duty because the Whites did not lodge individual 
complaints against them but brought their case 
against Sir David McNee and the Metropolitan 
Police. The police are also considering an appeal 
against £40,000 of the award made for ‘ex- 
emplary’ damages. (Guardian 26.4.82). 


@ EDUCATION 


Swann Committee research may be 
abandoned 


Plans by the Swann Committee to do research in- 
to why black children do well at school may have 
to be abandoned following a decision by the Na- 
tional Association for Siulti-racial Education to 
‘sabotage’ them. NAME members meeting in 
London recently reacted angrily to the plans and 
one member summed up majority feeling when 
he said that the proposals ‘smell like the 
pathological model of the black family’. Mr 
Mohamed Nagvid said he feared the research will 
be used to turn attention away from the pro- 
blems of teachers with racist attitudes towards 
‘the faults of black people’. (Education 23.4.82). 


NUT Conference condemns racism 


Racist attacks on black children on their way 
home from school, and abuse of an Indian head- 
master by a National Front pupil, were among 
the incidents described at the the conference, of 
the National Union of Teachers, held in Scar- 
borough at the start of April. 


After a passionate and often heated debate, 
the conference passed a motion stating total op- 
position to all forms of racialism, and called for 


_ schools to adopt concerted anti-racist policies. It 


also called for the banning and removal of racist 
insignia and slogans; action to counter racist 
abuse; the right of ethnic minorities to be taught 
in their own language; and for in-service training 
in the multi-cultural curriculum for all teachers. 


@ PASSPORT CHECKS 


Oldham 


Social Security staff have been accused of leak- 
ing private information on Oldham immigrants 
to the police and Home Office. Ethnic minority 
groups are obliged under new laws to show their 
passports, if asked, when claiming welfare 
benefits. But staff at London headquarters who 
suspect they may be in the country illegally or 
have overstayed their visas, are tipping off the 
authorities. (Oldham Evening Chronicle 
26.3.82). 


Housing staff criticised 


Black people applying for council houses are be- 
ing forced to produce their passports claims the 
Housing Advice Resource Unit in Peckham, 
South London. The unit has compiled a dossier 
on the passport checks and has said that the prac- 
tice is widespread through out Southwark Coun- 
cil housing offices. In one case a black couple 
who have lived in Southwark for 22 years applied 
for a housing transfer and were asked to show 
their passports before the application was ac- 
cepted. Several groups including the Asian 
Women’s Aid Centre and the local CCR hve 
referred complaints to the unit. Housing com- 
mittee chairman Harold Young expressed his 
alarm at the allegations and promised immediate 
action to see thatthe practice is stopped. 
Southwark NALGO has written to the housing 
director condemning the passport checks and has 
said it will back any of its members who refused 
to implement such a policy should the council try 
to introduce one. 


Woman to appeal 


An Indian woman living in Gloucester who has 
been refused supplementary benefit because she 
cannot speak English is to appeal to the Social 
Security Commissioners in London. Mrs 
Fatimah Varachia was refused benefit Ist year 
when social security officials said that by failing 
to learn English she had disqualified herself from 
getting a job. (Guardian 23.4.82). 


INFORMATION 
AND TRAINING 
OFFICER 


for the Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrants, a 
casework/campaigning organisa- 
tion concentrating on immigra- 
tion and nationality law. To write 
and edit publications and prepare 
training courses. Communication 
or training skills an advantage. 
Salary from £6567. For details and 
application form, send s.a.e. to 
JCWI, 44 Theobalds Road, Lon- 
don WC1 (01-405 5956). 


